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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH Coneress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RvuLE X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* + * as * * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


RuLeE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United 
States, (ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-Amer- 
ican propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin 
and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our 
Constitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid 
Congress in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


Vv 





RULES ADOPTED BY THE 8383p CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


* 
% 


* * * 
RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
he following standing committees 


* ” *k 


Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


Se * *# 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * 


} rhe Cx tee on IT American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
) tivations of 1) the extent, char 


iuthorized to make from time to tim i f 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
ttacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
n any necessary remedial legislation 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with suc recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 

take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 


nated by any such chairman or member 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 2 (SEATTLE) 
(Testimony of Barbara Hartle) 


MONDAY, JUNE 14, 1954 


Unrrep States Houses or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ComMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Seattle, Wash 


Pupiic HEARING 
MORNING SESSION 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to notice, 
at 9:03 a. m., in room 402, County-City Building, Seattle, Wash., Hon. 
Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde, 
Donald L. Jackson, Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, Clyde Doyle, and 
James B. Frazier, Jr. (appearance noted in transcript). 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Frank S. Tav 
enner, Jr., counsel; William A. Wheeler, staff investigator; and 
Fhomas W. Beale, Sr., clerk. 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in order, please. 

Let the record show that present are Mr. Jackson, of California; 
Mr. Clardy, of Michigan; Mr. Scherer, of Ohio; Mr. Doyle, of Cali 
fornia; and myself, of Illinois; and we expect Mr. Frazier, of Ten 
nessee, to be here in a few moments. The full quorum of the com 
mittee is present. 

May I make a brief opening statement regarding the purpose of 
our hearings here in the great city of Seattle ? 

Today the House Committee on Un-American Activities is com- 
mencing hearings dealing with the efforts and success of subversive 
infiltration in the Northwest area of the United States. There is 
probably no section of the United States that possesses a more stra 
tegic importance than this area. The history of our great Nation 
shows that in the development of our resources and power there was 
a constant movement westward. Each step brought about new fron 
tiers for our fathers and forefathers to settle and develop. What was 
to them a last frontier might well be considered today in terms of the 
first. 

We Members of Congress recognize this fact and, unfortunately, so 
have the enemies of this country. 

The committee has in its records a document which shows the de 
sign of the Communist Party toward the Northwest as early as 1935. 
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We must realize that while this document is nearly 20 years old, it 
states the pattern for Communist infiltration in this area, and you may 
judge from the testimony that ensues during the hearings the degree 
of success this insidious growth has had. 

This document contains the resolutions of the central political 
bureau of the Seattle district of the Communist Party and the dis 
trict plan of work. 

Most of you will recall that during the time this document was 
written there had been in this area strikes involving the marine and 
lumber industries. The Communist Party hoped to utilize the diffi- 
culties ensuing from the strikes to strengthen their forces in this 
vicinity. 

I should like to quote briefly portions of this resolution to show you 
the importance the Communist Party attached to the Washington, 
Oregon, and Montana districts. They stated: 

In the past year the party has made progress in changing the character of the 
district from a membership based almost exclusively on the migratory single 
unemployed to a membership comprising a fair percentage of unemployed workers 
and members of the trade unions. Membership is making progress in learning 
how to carry on revolutionary work within the A.F. of L., and it is of the utmost 
importance that the party recruit into the ranks the most militant elements 
among lumber strikers in the most important centers and decisive mills, so that 
after after the strike the party will not sink back again into the former isola- 
tion from the lumber workers but will have a network of shop nuclei in the 
most important mills and camps and functioning fractions in the union locals 
and committees. The party must utilize the experience gained in the marine 
and lumber struggles to strengthen the forces and to improve its work in other 
A.F. of L. unions. 

(At this point Mr. Frazier entered the room. ) 


It is largely owing to the backwardness in this field that the party was unable 
to mobilize more effective support to the marine strikers last year and the lumber 
strikers this year. Similarly, in the other industries besides lumber and marine, 
especially in the war industries and plants, the party must make a real im- 
provement in the shopwork, considerably increasing the number of function- 
ing shop nuclei which are still at a very low figure in the district. The entire 
party must be brought to understand the strategic importance of the Pacific 
Northwest in American imperialism’s program of war preparations. The build- 
ing of a broad united front against war and fascism must become a part of 
the daily tasks of the district. The Northwest Congress Against War and Fas- 
cism was an effective step in this direction. The party must help strengthen 
the united front in the Northwest section of the American League Against War 
and Fascism and strengthen the base of the league in the trade unions. 

These portions of this Communist resolution clearly indicate the 
importance of the Northwest area in the Communist conspiracy. 

We are fortunate in having available valuable testimony from per- 
sons who are in a position to testify about the Communist machina- 
tions in district No. 12 of the Communist Party. I should like to 
state that these persons, who have for a long period worked against 
the common interests of all good Americans, have now in their power, 
through their testimony, the opportunity to take an important step 
back toward the road of being good, loyal Americans. 

Since this is the first time that this committee has held hearings in 
this area, I feel that I should briefly explain what the duties and func- 
tions of this committee are. 

The House Committee on Un-American Activities has been directed 
by the Congress to investigate and hold hearings to ascertain the ex- 
tent, character, and objectives of the un-American propaganda activi- 
ties in the United States, to investigate the diffusion within the United 
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States of subversive and un-American propaganda that is instigated 
from foreign countries, and of a domestic origin which attack the} prin- 
ciples of the form of government as guar: anteed by our Constitution ; 
and all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in 
any necessary remedial legislation. 

As a result of the work performed by this committee, the Internal 
Security Act of 1950 was made into law. Also, as a result of investi- 
gations and hearings by this committee, there have béen 47 recommen- 
dations made by this committee to the Congress for new legislation 
or the strengthening of existing legislation. 

I am proud to state that there has been action on all but 8 of these 
recommendations, and of these 8 the Attorney General of the United 
States has within the past few months advised the Congress that in 
order to maintain security for this Nation there should be enacted leg- 
islation identical with 4 of the committee’s recommendations, 

These recommendations are for the broadening of the admissibility 
of evidence for espionage and cases involving the internal security; 
for immunity of witnesses appearing before authorized Federal 
bodies; for the death penalty for espionage committed in peacetime ; 
and for legislation which would break the hold of the Communist labor 
leaders of union organizations. 

It is in furtherance of the directions of the Congress that we are 
here today. The able staff of this committee has ‘spent long, hard 
hours developing information upon which these hearings are based. 
Many subpenas have been issued for persons in this area or for those 
who possess information relating to the area. Every person sub- 
penaed by this committee was called because the committee is aware 
that these persons possess information which, if furnished, will assist 
the committee in its legislative duty. Every witness appearing here 
is entitled to be accompanied by counsel of his choosing and may con- 
sult with counsel whenever he desires. 

I should like to point out that the fact that an attorney is represent- 
ing any witness appearing before this committee, notwithstanding 
whatever attitude may be displayed by that witness, that this com- 
mittee does not desire and strongly discourages any inference of dis- 
loyalty on the part of that attorney. It is certainly one of the proud- 
est heritages of members of the bar that they will defend individuals 
no matter how unpopular the actions of that individual may be. 

It is a standing rule of the committee that any person who is named 
in these hearings be given an opportunity to appear before the com- 
mittee if he desires, and he should communicate with committee coun- 
sel for this purpose. 

On behalf of the committee and its staff, I wish to extend our thanks 
and appreciation to Mayor Pomeroy, the board of commissioners, who 
so kindly permitted the use of this hearing room, United States Mar- 
shal William B. Parsons, Sheriff Harlan S. Callahan, and Chief of 
Police Lawrence, and all the efficient and hardworking members of the 
police force of this area for everything they have done to make possible 
safe, effective, and informative hearings for the general citizenry of 
this Northwest area 

You folks in the physical audience here today are guests of the Con- 
gress of the United States. The committee cannot function properly 
if any disturbance is caused and no disturbance will be tolerated. I 
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appoint the police here now as deputy sergeants at arms to act in case 
anyone does make any particular disturbance that will interfere with 
the holding of these hearings. 

None of us members represent the great State of Washington. We 
do have one who may be called next-to-a-native-son—Congressman 
Doyle of California who, I understand, spent some years here in 
Seattle. 

Will you say a few words, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doytr. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate your calling attention to 
the fact that when I was a little boy, back in 1902 and 1903 and 1904, 
I had the pleasure of living up here in what I learned then was called 
God’s country; and I did graduate, Mr. Chairman, from the Univer- 
sity Heights Grammar School here in Seattle. I remember with a 
great deal of affection my principal, Mr. Shaw, and my classroom 
teacher, Miss Gauthier. In those days, Mr. Chairman, I lived with 
my sister and her distinguished husband, Rev. Thomas Wiswold, who 
was the first pastor of the University Congregational Church, and I 
always enjoy coming back to the Pacific Northwest, which I learned 
very much to love. 

I think it appropriate, Mr. Chairman, for me to say that while I 
am the nearest thing on this committee to a native son of Washing- 
ton, I am likewise very proud of the fact that I am a native son of 
the golden State of California. Next to California, however, I love 
Washington, where my lovely wife was born. 

Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that you mentioned in your very 
fine preliminary remarks the attitude that this committee has about 
lawyers appearing with witnesses, I was very pleased to note in the 
paper yesterday that the board of trustees of the Seattle Bar Associ- 
ation had issued a statement which appeared in the paper and, with 
your permission, I would like to read it. It is very brief. 

Mr. Vetpe. Proceed, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Being a member of the California State Bar and also 
a member of the bar of the Supreme Court of the United States, I 
take great pleasure in complimenting the Seattle Bar Association for 
making his resolution, which reads as follows: 

Throughout the course of history, lawyers have been called frequently to 
represent and defend persons and causes known to be unpopular. The lawyer 
has a duty to assert for his client every remedy or defense authorized by law. 
Such representation, when performed in accordance with ethical standards, is 
lawful and proper. 

The preceding paragraph, Mr. Chairman, to that statement read 
as follows: 

The committee rules provide that witnesses may have counsel. The board 
of trustees of the Seattle Bar Association issued a statement yesterday that 
the public should draw no unfair inference concerning an attorney who repre- 
sents a client who is uncooperative with the committee. 


I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your courtesy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, I don’t think we should overlook the 
fact that the chief of our research division, Mr. Raphael I. Nixon, was 
raised in this town. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Counsel, are you ready to proceed ? 
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Mr. Kt Nzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Vewpe. Will you call your first witness ? 
Mr. Kunzig. Mrs. Barbara Hartle. 


TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE, ACCOMPANIED BY SPECIAL 
UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHAL DOROTHEA HALL 


Mr. Vetpr. Will you stand and be sworn, please / 

In the testimony that you are about to give before this committee, 
do you solemnly swear that you will tell ‘the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I do. 

Mr. Vexpe. You m: ay be seated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please, Mrs. Hartle ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Barbara Hartle. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, 1 have a few preliminary matters that 
I wish to go into prior to the initiation of the questioning. 

Have you been promised, Mrs. Hartle, any immunity or any ‘re- 
payment of any kind for your appearance here today ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. None whatever. 

Mr. Kunzic. In other words, your testimony is entirely voluntary 
on your part ¢ 

Mrs. Harte. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Kunzic. And, of course, you have been subpenaed by the com- 
mittee. 

Now, Mrs. Hartle you have previously been convicted in a Smith 
Act case, is that correct ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. ‘That is right. 

Mr. Kunzie. Aim I also correct in that you have waived appeal in 
your case { 

Mrs. Hartue. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was your sentence, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. 5 years imprisonment and $1,000 fine. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you have just begun serving that term, is that 
correct ¢ 

Mrs. Hartue. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I should like to state for the record 
that with the cooperation of the executive branch of the Government 
and the Justice Department, Mrs. Hartle is here today, of course in the 
custody of a matron of the United States marshal’s office. The matron 
is sitting next to Mrs. Hartle at the present time and will remain with 
her during her entire time out of prison. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. May I suggest that counsel give some explanation of 
what the Smith Act conviction really means? I am quite sure that 
most people do not understand or know what it is about. 

Mr. Vexpr. I suggest that the gentleman from Michigan make a 
brief explanation of it. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I merely wanted to make it clear on the record, Mr. 
Chairman, so that all those who may see and hear the witness will 
know that she, along with a number of others, have been convicted of 
being part of a conspiracy to overthow the Government through the 
use of force and violence, 
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Mr. Vewpe. Thank you, Mr. Clardy. 

Proceed, Mr. Kunzig. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were you born, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harte. I was born in Doty, Wash. 

Mr. Kuwzic. It is the practice of this committee, under its long- 
standing rules, to explain to every witness that he or she has a right 
to consult counsel or to have counsel sitting by them during the testi- 
mony. 

I note that you do not have counsel, Mrs. Hartle. Is it your desire 
to testify without counsel ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell the committee, please, your educational 
background ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was graduated from high school in Grants Pass, 
Oreg., and from college at Washington State College in 1929. 

Mr. Kunzie. Is that the extent of your formal education ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was your major in college, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. I majored in English. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell the committee, please, what your class 
standing was in school? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was graduated with what was called high honors. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of any organization that had to do 
with honors? 

Mrs. Harrie. I wasa member of Phi Beta Kappa. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you are today ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I am still a member; yes. 

Mr. Kouwzic. You finished your educational training in 1929. 
Would you kindly give the committee a brief résumé of your employ- 
ment ? 

Mrs. Harrie. After being graduated from college, I worked for a 
time in Spokane for a weekly women’s newspaper, the Spokane 
Woman, and then I became employed in the advertising department 
of the Crescent Department Store and I worked there about 4 years. 

Mr. Kunzie. What followed that period ? 

Mrs. Harrie. After that period, I started a circulating library in 
the Palace Department Store in Spokane, and shortly after that I 
moved to the Peyton Building and I had that circulating library and 
gift shop about 4 years. 

Mr. Kunzic. What year was it when you ended that period of the 
circulating library ? 

Mrs. Harrie. About 1933. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. We are just going now through a hasty résumé of 
your work, 

What work did you take up at that time? 

Mrs. Harrie. At that time I joined the Communist Party—about 
that time, too. ’ 

Mr. Kunzie. Perhaps at this point it would be as good a time as 
any to ask you to please explain to the committee in your own words, 
in some detail, just why you joined the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I had been laid off from the Crescent Department 
Store, along with others who were laid off at that time because of 
reduction in force. I was not fired, but there was a depression then 
and people were being laid off. And during that time many people 
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: ere discussing the depression and the effects of it. And I was trying 

to learn to be a writer and I read in a writer’s booklet that you have 
to read both sides of every question to be a good writer. I wanted to 
be a great writer, so I read both sides; and one of these sides was 
Karl Marx’ Das K: ipital, which I secured in the public library and 
read. And after reading that, I became convinced that something had 
to be done. 

And Karl Marx talks about the Socialist Party; he doesn’t talk 
about the Communist Party. And although I didn’t feel very 
enthusiastic about it, I felt, after reading and studying that book, 
Das Kapital, volume I, that I should go and join the Socialist Party, 
which I did first. The Communist Party recruited me out of the 
Socialist Party into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Who recruited you into the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Harrie. J. H. Van Orman. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you know his present whereabouts or address 
today ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No, I do not. 

Mr. Kunzic. This Mr. Van Orman you knew then to be a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes, he was the section organizer of the Communist 
Party in Spokane at that time. 

Mr. Kunzic. How did he go about getting you into the party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. There was a foreword to my going into the Com- 
munist Party. I was first asked to join the F riends of the Soviet 
Union, which was an organization that was supposedly working for 
friendship between the Soviet Union and the United States. I had 
some doubts about Soviet Russia. I had read about the labor slave 
camps in Siberia and I undoubtedly expressed some of these doubts, 
but by getting into the Friends of the Soviet Union and hearing 
much talk—many speakers—and reading much material, those doubts 
were evidently resolved sufficiently for me at that time so that I was 
prepared through the Friends of the Soviet Union membership for 
recruitment into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now would you please, just briefly, give us the rest 
of your employment up to the present time, so that we have the over- 
all picture? Then we will go back and delve into many portions of 
your life. 

Mrs. Harrie. In about 1937 I sold my book store at the behest of 
the district organizer, Morris Rappaport, and worked about a year 
or a year and a half in the Workers’ Book Store in Spokane, which 
was the Communist Party bookstore. 

After that, I had a leave of absence from the Communist Party 
for a period, in which I worked in Montana in my sister’s restaurant 
and was not active organizationally in the Communist Party, al- 
though I took the Daily Worker and constantly put forth resolutions 
in the union I belonged to along the Communist Party line. 

In about 1940 I came back to Spokane and, after working a very 
short time in a restaurant, I was put on as a full-time organizer of 
the Communist Party in Spokane, until June of 1942. 

At that time the district leadership prevailed upon me to come to 
Seattle, and I worked for the Communist Party as an organizer in 
Seattle from 1942 to 1950, about July. At that time I was sent under- 
ground by the district leadership. 
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Mr. Kunzic. And you remained underground, Mrs. Hartle, until 
when ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Until I was arrested by the FBI on September 17, 
1952 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I think the witness should explain 
at this time what she means by being sent underground. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you kindly do that, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, by being sent underground, I mean that one 
of the district officials came to my house, when I was busy trying to 
sell some furniture and rearrange my living accommodations, ‘and 
he walked in the door and he said, “Well, Barbara, this is it.” And 
I had no idea of what he meant “it” would be. I was somewhat 
startled. And then he explained to me that conditions were getting 
very serious and that some people were going to have to leave the 
district. 

He asked me to come to a meeting in a park in this city and I came 
to that meeting. Four persons were present—all district leaders, and 
there it was discussed which two people should leave this district, as- 
sume false names and live completely incognito until such a time as 
the operating leadership might be arrested or removed, with the under- 
standing that then whichever of us went underground would then 
assume that leadership. 

Mr. Kownzic. I think for the present time that is sufficient for a brief 
explanation of going underground, Mrs. Hartle. We will go into that 
in much greater detail at a further point in your testimony. 

Now, Mrs. Hartle, before going into spec ifie points of your testimony, 
[ wish you would explain to the committee, as you have so carefully 
to us, in detail, just how you came to make the decision to talk with the 
FBI and with this committee and why you decided to break and leave 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I think I should start by saying that my breaking 
with the Communist Party was not a simple, single act; that this 
breaking with the Communist Party covered a period of years; that 
from time to time I had questions and doubts about the policies and 
practices of the party; but each time, through some way or another, 
these doubts would either be forgotten or somewhat resolved and I 
would go forward. 

One of the reasons that I agreed to go underground, not realizing 
how serious a situation that would be—an impossible situation for a 
person of my temperament and attitude—was that I was so tired of 
organizational activity and problems that did not seem to be leading 
to anything fruitful, and I just accepted the assignment to go under- 
ground in the hopes that I could get away from this constant “rush and 
bustle and difficulties that I couldn’t seem to help to resolve. 

My agreeing to go underground was actually a part of my breaking 
away from the Communist Party, although it might not seem so to 
many persons. 

Then when I was underground, I had time to myself and I took the 
opportunity to resume reading of literary classics which I was very 
interested in throughout my life, and I found that by reading that 
kind of material again my mind became more settled down and I Degan 
to feel better; my health got better. 

I also started doing sewing and crocheting and things that I had 
had no time for in the Communist Party, and I began to enjoy having 
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. life somewhat ordered and with some semblance of peace about it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was life in the Communist Party one emergency after 
another ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, it certainly is—one emergency after another- 
one crisis after another. 

And then, after being gone for a while, I decided, while I was under- 
ground, that I would quit the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was this, to the best of your remembrance? 

Mrs. Harrie. About the beginning of 1952. I decided that I would 
just quit the Communist Party; that if Communists wanted to go on 
and do what they were doing, that was probably their privilege and 
their decision, but I made the decision in my own mind that I would 
quit the Communist Party and lead my own life. 

[ attempted to do this by breaking my contact in the underground, 
but the people who were in contact with me did not accept th: at break- 
ing but pursued me almost within a week of the time that I was ar- 
rested, They came and called on me; they tried to convince me that 
I had to go to meetings, and they tried to reactivize me. They put 
it that they were trying to help me, but what they were trying to help 
me do was to get back into the full swing of the Communist Party. 
[ am certain that they were not trying to help me solve my problems. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They never are interested in the individual’s personal 
problems, anyway, are they, except as they further the interests of the 
Communist Party asa whole? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is true. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jacxson. Mrs. Hartle has mentioned breaking contact. 

I wonder if we could have something of an elaboration on what you 
meant by breaking contact. Was this actually involving personalities 
with which you were in contact ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, sir. Breaking contact meant missing a meeting, 
a prearranged meeting with someone; and anyone that broke the con- 
tact was supposed to make it, of course, a week later, or something like 
that. 

Well, I didn’t make mine at all, and the Communist Party knew 
that I had deliberately broken the contact. 

Then, to answer the question further, after I was arrested under the 

Smith Act, I had no intentions of rejoining the Communist Party or 
resuming my activity as a Communist. T did decide, though, still 
under Communist influence, that I would go through with the trial; 
that I would take whatever sentence I got—and I was objective enough 
to realize that I would get one—and serve whatever sentence I had, 
and then to come out and live my own life. 

What made me decide to go to the FBI was that the Communist 
Party was not satisfied with even that and harassed me and pursued 
me to the point that I saw for the first time, clearly, since I had been 
a member, what the Communist Party really is that it is not for free- 
dom and democracy and peace and security, but that it is an organiza- 
tion of highly disciplined—and I said to myself, “It must have a 
different purpose than I have believed,” and I was able to see what 
so many people can see readily—that the Communist Party is not for 
the purpose of serving the best interests of our country or our people 
or even our working class, if you want to use that term, but that it is 
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a highly disciplined organization that puts Soviet Russia and world 
communism first. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Doyie. 

Mr. Doyxe. Mrs. Hi: irtle, did I underst: and you to say that that was 
ne first time that you discovered that the Communist Party in Amer- 

ca was not for freedom and peace? Did I understand you to say that? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. When did you discover that ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I discovered that about 2 days before I went to 
the FBI. 

Mr. Dorie. What caused you to discover it at that time, finally ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. | discovered i it then because I could not understand 
this harassment of me—people coming to me morning, noon, and 
night and pressuring me to carty on more activity—do this, do that; 
spe: ak here; you have got to spe: ak as a Communist; you have got to 
get active; we are trying to help you, and we want to take up your 
prob lems and discuss them. 

And I finally realized that what was being done to me was just really 
high pressure to stay in the Communist Party and act like one and be 
one—against my Ww ishes, which were made abund: intly clear. 

Mr. Doyie. How did you get your support, your livelihood, during 
the time that you were underground? Who paid i it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I received some funds from the Communist Party— 
$200 or $300, but I worked in restaurants and other places and earned 
my living. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, I don’t wish to interrupt your trend of 
thought at this moment, but I think there is something that we might 
well go into here since we were just talking about the Smith Act trial 
und you are here testifying, giving us the benefit of your background 
and Communist activity. 

I want to ask you, is there any general directive or setup in the Com- 
munist Party that tells a Communist how to appear before a congres 
sional committee or how he is supposed to behave in a court trial? 
Could you give us the benefit of your knowledge on that subject / 

Mrs. Harrie. There has been considerable material written about 
that from time to time in Communist Party literature. I do remember 
specifically a document that was circulated during the trial or just 
before it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you mean your trial now ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. My trial—which gave a general directive that it was 
necessary not to water down basic principles in the trial in at attempt 
to secure acquittals. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Is the courtroom or a hearing room supposed to be 
used as a propaganda medium for carrying forth the Communist Party 
line ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. That I have always understood, and that has 
always been the proper attitude of a Communist in a court or any 
place else—is always to be a Communist first. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were any instructions given along the line of not con- 
tradicting earlier statements of other Communists / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that was contained in some remarks made by a 
Communist leader. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you explain that just a little bit, please ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. It was pointed out that testimony given in the Seattle 
Smith Act trial should not contradict testimony given by other Smith 
Act defendants in other Smith Act trials. 

Mr. Kunzic. What do the Communists mean when they warn some- 
one against “legalism” ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. “Legalism,” according to the Communist Party, is 
to have reliance on the courts, to rely on an attorney’s ability as an 
attorney, instead of relying on mass pressure and on winning the point 
politically instead of legally. 

Mr. Kunzia. In other words, as a Communist, you are not supposed 
to rely on receiving justice in the courts? Is that the line that is 
given out? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is certainly correct. They are bourgeois courts 
that have no justice for workers, according to the Communist Party. 

Mr. Criarpy. Yet at the same time they avail themselves of every 
technicality and move that can be made to obstruct and delay and, 
if possible, stop the trial ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is in the realm of tactics; that is considered 
good tactics. 

Mr. Criarpy. You appear in court, you make your appearance, but 
you use it as a forum to get Communist propaganda across ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; if you are acting properly as a Communist that 
is what you will do. 

Mr. Kunzie. Is a defendant in.a Smith Act trial supposed to sub- 
ordinate his own interests to the interests of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Harrie. He must do so to be a Communist in any kind of 
standing. 

Mr. Kunzic. So that even when a defendant in a trial before the 
courts of justice of the United States, there is still no freedom for a 
Communist to do or say what he thinks? 

Mrs. Harrie. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Doyte. May I ask this question ? 

Does that go to the point of giving perjured testimony, if necessary ? 
In other words, does that go to the point of giving false testimony ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I know of no concrete example for or against that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you yield, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. You did say, however, a few moments ago, Witness, 
that the testimony in a current Smith Act trial must not differ with 
testimony given at a previous trial. Didn’t you say that? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is right. I said that; yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Wouldn’t that indicate, if that took place, that there 
must be perjury somewhere along the line, as Mr. Doyle indicated ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, the reason I hesitated to say “perjury,” is that 
I am not an attorney myself, and I don’t know whether it would or 
wouldn’t involve perjury. 

Mr. Scuerer. It has to conform to the previous testimony whether 
it is true or false, does it not ? . 

Mrs. Harrie. That point was made—that different witnesses in 
different trials shouldn’t be testifying differently about books, in order 
not to have contradictions in the testimony. Now if that adds up to 
perjury, I have no objections to it. I presume in some cases it cer- 
tainly would. 

48069—54—pt. 2—3 








6062 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mr. Veuve. Mrs. Hartle, if a Communist committed perjury and 
got caught at it, it would be bad for the Communist cause, would it 
not ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. I think that would be a fair statement. 

Mr. Vetpe. How about the instructions relative to using our con- 
stitutional amendments to avoid answering questions? Do you have 
any knowledge of any instructions that are given by the Communist 
Party along th: it line. 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, my understanding of that is that in that kind 
of cases, it isto avoid perjury. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. May I ask one further question, Mrs. Hartle # 

I think your almost exact language in your own direct testimony 
on the point that I raised was as follows: 

It was impressed upon us that testimony given in the Seattle Smith Act trial 
must not contradict testimony given in previous Smith Act trials. 

Mrs. Harrie. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. Now who impressed that upon you ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Such a remark—such an analysis was given by Henry 
Huff, who was chairman of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Dorie. Am I to understand that none of the attorneys for the 
Smith Act defendants ever undertook to impress that upon you ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No; none of the attorneys did. 

Mr. Vevpe. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, I want to inform the committee so that 
they know this fact: It is my understanding that during the time you 
have been here in prison these last few weeks, you have been search- 


ing your mind and your memory, making notes to the best of your 
ability, so that pe could give the committee the sum total of your 


knowledge, to the best of your ability, about Communist activities; 
is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. And I am sure that the committee has no objection if 
Mrs. Hartle makes use of her notes. 

It that all right, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes, that is all right. 

Mr. Scnerer. Mr. Chairman, before we proceed to another subject, 
may I ask another question ? 

Mr. Vectpr. You may. 

Mr. Scuerer. You mentioned a short time ago in your testimony, 
Mrs. Hartle, that you broke contact. Was that the first time that the 
Communist Party knew that you had decided to leave it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now you explained what breaking contact meant. 
What was the specific contact that you broke? Do you recall? 

Mrs. Hartire A meeting. I just didn’t go to a meeting that I was 
supposed to go to with someone. 

Mr. Scnerer. A meeting of the underground ? 

Mrs. Hartie. A meeting with another person in the underground. 

Mr. Scnerer. Was it to convey any information to that person at 
that particular time ? 
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Mrs. Harte. No, just to keep contact, so that everyone would know 
where you were and where deg could reach you when it became 
hecessary. ; 

Mr. Scuerer. That contact wasn’t with reference to any specific 
project or the passing of any specific information, was it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No. Although — was passed and litera- 
ture was passed, and matters were taken up. But I broke the contact. 
which meant to the person with whom I allt it that I was failing 
in my responsibilities. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I inquire, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Vewpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, right along that same line, isn’t it true that 
the Communist Party les its members to devote practically ever) 
hour of the day to furthering the cause of the party one way or 
another ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party attempts to activize its mem 
bers to give their time, energy, finances, and any other ability to Com 
munist Party work; especially for a full-time organizer, as I was, it 
certainly meant that. 

Mr. Cuarpy. In the event that you falter or fail, even insofar as a 
single meeting is concerned, does that not result in your being dis- 
ciplined if you still remain in the party ? 

Mrs. Harri. There has to be a good explanation of why you were 
absent from a meeting, yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. In your case, however, the single instance of your 
not going back again was enough to tell them that you had broken 
contact? Isthat what you were trying to tell us? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, and then I did break other meetings after that, 
where I definitely had promised that I would be there without fail 
and then didn’t appear. 

Mr. Crarpy. The point that I was trying to understand clearly 
was that unless you do dedicate all your waking hours and maybe 
your sleeping ones, too, to the interests of the party, that is taken 
by the leadership of the party as a sign that you are a backslider 
and are not to be trusted ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. That is true especially for the older members 
and the longer time members. <A softer policy is pursued toward 
newer members. They are what you call sort of led into this intense 
activity. 

Mr. Crarpy. Once you are thoroughly indoctrinated and brought 
all the way into the inner circle, though, they will tolerate no monkey 
business, will they ? 

Mrs. Hartie. That is right. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. I don’t know what line of questioning counsel is 
about to embark upon, but I would suggest that if he is approaching 
the point where there are going to be brought into the testimony 
the names of individuals that it be understood as between counsel, 
witness, and committee members that in all instances where names 
are given that they be given with the understanding on the part 
of the witness that ‘they are persons known personally to her to have 
‘been members of the Communist Party, either by (1) attendance at 
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closed meetings of the Communist Party, (2) personal knowledge 
on the part of the witness as to a membership card in the Communist 
Party, (3) personal knowledge of the payment of dues in the Com- 
munist Party or personal knowledge on the part of the witness as to 
specific Communist Party activities carried out by the individuals 
so named. 

Is that understood ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. So that it will not be necessary for the committee 
in each instance to inquire as to your personal knowledge of the indi- 
vidual you name. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. The persons I name will definitely be mem- 
bers of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. Within your own personal knowledge? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I make a further suggestion, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Since I understand she has a lengthy list, would it 
expedite it if some of the details as to address and other things be 
furnished in the form of a statement subsequent to the appearance 
on the stand and incorporated in the record at the proper place so 
that we won’t waste too much time on that ? 

Mr. Ve wpe. I think that is an excellent idea. However, I think 
we should go into executive session and discuss that problem, de- 
pending upon how this situation develops. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytx. May I suggest that the very fine premise laid down by 
Committee Member Jackson regarding the testimony of Mrs. Hartle 
be also agreed to as the fundamental premise for all witnesses who 
appear before this committee, even though you Mr. Chairman, may 
have to remind the other witnesses of it ? 

Let us agree now that the statement made by Committee Member 
Jackson will also apply to every witness, insofar as the witness naming 
any persons is concerned. 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes. Without objection, I think we will proceed along 
that line. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Mrs. Hartle, I was going to ask you to look into your 
notes and jottings where you discuss the importance of lawyers to 
the Communist Party—the legal end of the Communist Party; we 
were on that point a few moments ago. 

What particular importance, if any, is the legal field to the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Harte. I would say that the Communist Party has paid at- 
tention to and made inroads into various professional fields, but that 
the legal field has been particularly important to it. Sympathetic 
attorneys of Communist Party members who are attorneys, and who 
could practice law, have more than a united-front kind of service to 
give to the Communist Party. As I see it, they are an indispensable 
part of the Communist Party’s functioning, at least in our country 
today, and during the time that I was in the Communist Party. 

What this concerns is not only the Communist Party’s ability to 
function in a mass way but its ability to function at all. I have in 
mind if the Communist Party wants to pursue a project, sometimes | 
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it is necessary to have legal aid in order to be able to pursue the proj- 
ect. This might not be the case in other fields of mass work or pro- 
fessional work. 

But it is sort of indispensable to the Communist Party—some type 
of legal aid for its functioning. , ; 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you heard any discussions about this problem in 
any district board meetings, for example ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I have heard discussions to the effect that more 
efforts have to be made to find attorneys in Seattle who will take civil- 
rights cases, and I have heard reports from Henry Huff on returning 
from national headquarters of the Communist Party that there had 
been problems with attorneys in the Foley Square trial. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you say the Foley Square trial, do you mean 
the original trial of the 11 Communists? 

Mrs. Hartix. Yes—and in pointing out that it is difficult to find 
attorneys who can fight along the Communist line and who do not 
resort to technicalities in attempts to win the cases. 

One of the features of the Communist Party is to have a distrust 
of the political ability of attorneys, and this has been especially a 
feature of Communist analysis since the reconstitution of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you explain at this point what you mean by 
the reconstitution of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Hartiz. The Communist Party of the United States was dis- 
banded under Earl Browder’s leadership in 1944 and a Communist 
Political Association was set up by the same people—almost all the 
same—not with Earl Browder, though, when the party was reconsti- 
tuted in 1945. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now you were speaking about attorneys. Are you sug- 
gesting that attorneys are put in the position of accepting the spurious 
political leadership of Communist Party leaders if they do accept that 
leadership ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is the case. From the Communist point of 
view, the better the attorney, the closer he follows the Communist 
Party line and the less he relies on sound legal arguments or any kind 
of legal arguments. 

Now it would be incorrect to say that the Communist Party doesn’t 
expect attorneys to find legal arguments to bolster the case, but when 
these legal arguments contradict or are in clash with the Communist 
Party line, the legal arguments have to go out the window and the 
Communist Party line has to prevail. 

Mr. Kunzic. You saw this system in operation in your own trial, 
did you not? 

Mrs. Hartte. Yes, it was done. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any knowledge about the work of the 
National Lawyers’ Guild from the Communist Party standpoint? 

Mrs. Harrie. I understood that work in the National Lawyers’ 
Guild by Communist Party members as being the same type of work 
that a Communist Party members would do in a labor union or in any 
other mass organization of people. Being in the legal field, much of the 
effort there by Communists would revolve around combating legisla- 
tion that would restrict the Communist Party in any way. 

Mr. Kuwzia. I think at this point, Mr. Chairman, we should again 
reiterate what has already been said on the record, and that is that 
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Mrs. Hartle has been giving testimony from the standpoint of what 
she learned in the Communist Party, and no inference should be taken 
against any lawyers who appear in this hearing, as you have already 
stated. 

Mr. Vetpe. That is a very good observation, of course. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I would now like to turn to the subject of youth 
the Communist Party. 

I believe you have gone into that problem, and I wish you would 
give us the benefit of your knowledge now on the position of youth 
and communism. 

You may take time, if you wish, to find your notes. I know you 
have a great deal of information there. 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party’s position on youth is that 
the youth field is very important, that the coming generation of 
Communists, of course, comes from the youth, just as all other coming 
generations come from them. But the Communist Party attaches a 
special importance to youth because they say that when young people 
join the party and learn Marxism and Leninism that they will have 
more enthusiasm and more energy to give the party than when a middle 
aged or older person is recruited into the party. And I have heard it 
said in Sasmconias P arty cire les that when a young person is brought 
forward as an organizer, he will last longer than an elder person w rill, 
which I used to think was quite a crass way of putting the question, 
until I became more indoctrinated and was so certain that the Com- 
munist Party was right that I felt that it was entitled to take that kind 
of an attitude. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you give us the names of any members, as has been 
explained by Mr. Jackson, of the Communist Party who were active in 
the youth commission, in working with you ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. At the time that I was given the district board assign- 
ment to head youth work 

Mr. Kunzie. Roughly, when would that have been ? 

Mrs. Harrie. About 1949 and 1950, the last year that I was in 
Seattle—a youth oe was set up, which I worked with, con- 
trolled, and guided all of its activities and tried to train the youth 
along Communist Party line ‘s; and on that youth committee I remem- 
ber a young man named Al Cumming—Robe rt Krahl, Calvin Harris. 

I haven’t found my notes yet. They are quite extensive. 

Those are some that I can remember being on that youth committee, 
at this moment. 

Mr. Vexpe. Mrs. Hartle, I wonder if you could give us a little more 
positive identification, such as their occupations or their addresses or 
their bac kground ¢ ¢ 

Mrs. a TLE. A] Cumming was a young man in a marine radio 
union. I don’t know the exact name of the union. He was in the 
waterfront section of the Communist Party and was assigned by the 
waterfront to the youth commission. 

Robert Krahl had a similar background—the same union, in the 
waterfront section. 

Calvin Harris was a young Negro man who was quite young and, as 
far as I know, he didn’t have any particular trade background and 
lived in the south part of King County and was assigned by the south 
King region of the Communist Party to the youth committee. 
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Another person who was assigned to the committee was a young 
man from the central King County region of the Communist Party, 
John Healey. He was in one or another of the building trades. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a George Starkovich ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. George Starkovich was on that committee. He 
was a member of a lumber union in Bellingham. 

Mr. Kunzia. And any person by the name of Dortha Bowen? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell that name ? 

Mrs. Harrier. D-o-r-t-h-a B-o-w-e-n. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did she have anything to do with the Labor Youth 
League ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; she was assigned by the youth commission under 
my direction to take leadership and officership in the Labor Youth 
League. 

Mr. Veupe. Now, as I understand it, Mrs. Hartle, these folks you 
have just mentioned were all members of the Labor Youth League and 
likewise members of the Communist Party or on the youth committee 
of the Communist Party; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Most of the members of the youth committee of the 
Communist Party were also members of the Labor Youth League. In 
a case where a youth committee member was not a member of the 
Labor Youth League, it was because he was carrying on Communist 
youth work in some other organization, like the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, or he might have been suf- 
ficiently involved in University of Washington youth-organization 
work that it was not considered feasible for him to organizationally 
be also a member of the Labor Youth League. But that was not a 
matter of principle; it was a matter of assignment. 

Mr. Vewpe. I should like to state at this time that the Labor Youth 
League has been cited by the Attorney General and by this committee, 
I believe, as being a Communist organization. It is the successor to 
the American Youth for Democracy, which in turn succeeded the 
Young Communist League. 

Is that correct, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. Each of those organizations have been spon- 
sored by the Communist Party at different periods. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. To what extent does the Communist Party direct or 
supervise or control the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Hartt. In Seattle, when I was assigned by the district board 
to youth work, the Communist Party completely guided or dominated 
the work of the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Jackson. It is very interesting to have that comment, and I 
hope it will be brought home to some of the university officials through 
out the country who still tolerate the Labor Youth League on their 
campuses. 

Mr. Crarpy. That applies with special force to Michigan, where 
we just had hearings, as you know. 

Mr. Veuve. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, did you have occasion in your youth 
work to know a Carl] Harvey Jackins? 
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Mrs. Harrie. I knew of Harvey Jackins as being involved in Com- 
munist youth work some years ago. 

Mr. Konzic. Mr. Chairman, this is Car] Harvey Jackins, of 6753 

2d Avenue, NW., Seattle. We have already had two other identific- 
cations in executive session of this Mr. Jackins as a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Now is there any other information that you can give the committee, 
Mrs. Hartle, on the task of the youth commission in reviving and build- 
ing up this Labor Youth League ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The youth commission, under my leadership, at that 
time made the decision—and this, of course, followed national Com- 
munist policy—that the Labor Youth League must be built and or- 
ganized and get as many affiliates as possible. There was already a 
small Labor Youth League, but in my work with the youth consiaiibee 
the attempt was to revive the Labor Youth League, to draw many, 
many youths into it, to get a number of youth organizations, already 
in existence, to affiliate with it or have some kind of relations with it 
and thereby to build the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire? 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. You used a phrase as you went along there that this, 
of course, was in line with the Communist Party line or doctrine. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you enlarge on that? Was there any deviation 
permitted by any of these front organizations from the standard Com- 
munist Party line? 

Mrs. Harrie. No. When a deviation develops in a front organiza- 
tion, the Communist Party immediately sets about to correct it, and 
this can be done in any number of ways; but if it really is a front or- 
ganization and the Communist Party controls it, that deviator will be 
thrown out or those deviating policies will be corrected. 

Mr. Crarpvy. Then when they prate about this committee and others 
suppressing freedom of thought and freedom of speech, they really 
are the ones who are demanding complete conformity right down the 
line, aren’t they? 

Mrs. Harrie. They are past masters, and I would say, in that sense 
come closer to being scientific than in any other sense. 

Mr. Crarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hartle, do you recall a Blaine Peace Arch peace 
demonstration early in 1950? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I remember that. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you discuss that with the committee and tell 
the committee what the Communist Party had to do with it? 

Mrs. Harrie. That Blaine Peace Arch Park peace demonstration 
was organized through the efforts of the Labor Youth League and 
through the efforts of members of the Communist Party youth com- 
mission, who were active in other fields of work. That whole project 
was directed and guided and organized under my leadership, and when 
the demonstration was held, the whole Communist Party mobilized 
to bring people out to it and to support it. 

Mr. Dorie. When was that, please, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harri. I believe it was in the early part of 1950. 

Mr. Doytex. Here in Seattle? 
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Mrs. Harrie. No, at Blaine, at the peace arch park on the border be- 
tween here and Canada. 

Mr. Kunzic. I would like to turn to another subject, another person, 
Mrs. Hartle, and ask you if you at any time knew a Philip Luther—I 
believe it is pronounced Ceis, C-e-i-s as a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. This Mr. Ceis, I believe, is a building contractor, is 
that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. From Seattle here ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you tell the committee, from your own personal 
knowledge—of course we are only interested, as Mr. Jackson has said, 
in your own personal knowledge about these people—whether Philip 
Ceis was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I first knew Phil Ceis as a Communist Party member, 
who was at that time in youth work, in about 1942 and 1943, when I 
first came to Seattle, and it was at that time that the Communist Party 
youth setup was the Young Communist League. 

[ have been with Phil Ceis in a number of Communist Party and 
also Communist Political Association functionaries’ meetings, many 
of which have been held at Communist Party headquarters at 304 
Marion Street—also at other places. 

The next that I remember about Mr. Ceis is that Ed Alexander- 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was Ed Alexander ? 

Mrs. Harrie. A district official of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where? 

Mrs. Harrie. In Seattle—discussing with me that he planned to 
have Ceis teach dialectical and historical materialism in a Commu- 
nist Party school. I remember quizzing Alexander as to Ceis’ ability 
to teach this very deep subject, and I was assured by Alexander that 
Ceis was fully capable. This was in about 1944. 

Later I knew Ceis as a member of the Alki branch in the West 
Seattle section in 1948 and 1949, and I have attended several of his 
branch meetings with him during that period. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Did you have any personal discussion with Ceis on 
the subject of communism ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I did. After the reconstitution of the Com- 
munist Party, I remember sitting in a house on Beacon Hill in the 
drawing room and discussing with Mr. Ceis about Earl Browder, 
and at that time Mr. Ceis told me that he thought that Earl Browder’s 
opinions on what the Communist movement should be in the United 
States were more correct than those of William Z. Foster and others- 
the ones really at the head of the Communist Party. 

This, of course, would be on Ceis’ part called “Browderism.” How- 
ever, Ceis did not drop his membership in the Communist Party and 
later there were several discussions among district leaders, including 
Huff, Van Lydegraf and Ralph Hall, to the effect that Ceis was not 
overcoming his Browderism. 

In about 1949, when a member was about to be expelled upon dis- 
trict insistence in the Alki branch of the Communist Party to which 
Mr. Ceis belonged, he again expressed his disagreement with the dis- 
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trict leadership. He opposed very strongly the highhanded method 
of the district in trying to throw Margaret Haglund—— 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell that name? 

Mrs. Harrie. H-a-g-l-u-n-d. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was Margaret Haglund ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Margaret Haglund was a member of the Alki branch 
of the Communist Party who, after the reconstitution, disagreed with 
the Communist Party—expressed her disagreement and was expelled 
from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. What further happened at this meeting you were 
discussing ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Ceis and Hall got into a very heated argument, Hall 
expressing the opinions of the district that Margaret Haglund had 
strayed way off the path and ought to be expelled and Ceis taking 
the opinion that this was a pretty undemocratic and high-handed 
procedure and protesting it. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean that sometimes democratic procedures get 
discussed even in Communist meetings, is that right ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In this sort of fashion, they do sometimes; yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Discussing them is about as far as it is carried, though, 
isn’t it? 

Mrs. Harrie. It is not usually discussed in a very gentle manner. 
This was quite a heated discussion. : 

Mr. Cuarpy. I mean they do not follow those practices; they merely 
talk about them. 

Mrs. Harrie. They do talk about them quite a bit. That will serve 
to fool many people and did serve to fool me. A wiser person would 
not have been fooled, no doubt. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. In other words, by talking about things of that kind 
and by using language that will appeal, a great many people who 
ought to know better are sucked into the movement and aid the cause 
sometimes without even knowing it. Would you say that is a fair 
statement ? 

Mrs. Harrier. That is true. That is a very fair statement. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, when was the last time that you attended 
any branch meetings or any other activity in the Communist Party 
with Phil Ceis? 

Mrs. Harrie. The last branch meeting that I can remember attend- 
ing with him was probably in 1948 or early 1949. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. Mrs. Hartle, I am not sure that I have heard you tes- 
tify yet that any of these branch meetings, or meetings where you were 
with this man Ceis, were closed Communist meetings. Would the 
public have been admitted if they were invited? In other words, non- 
Communists—would they have been admitted to these meetings that 
you attended with this man? 

Mrs. Harrie. No; they would not have been present at a branch 
meeting. 

It is possible to invite a visitor to a branch meeting, provided that 
that visitor’s name is brought up in advance and it is fully explained 
what he is there for; but most of the branch meetings—I would say 
99 or 991% percent of the branch meetings do not have a visitor there 
and have not had for 10 years. 
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Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hartle, you knew definitely that Phil Ceis was a 
member of the Communist Party ; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harttr. Yes: I knew definitely. I have discussed his mem- 
bership with him; I have seen him pay dues, and I know that he was 
a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. In general, Mrs. Hartle, you are proceeding, are you 
not, as was stipulated earlier with reference to all of these people? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is true. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Coming back to the closed-meeting angle, even when 
poner who is not already a member of the Communist Party may 
be admitted, is it not true that that person must at least be in sym- 
pathy with or at least a prospect for membership or there will be no 
(‘communist business discussed while that person is present? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. I would say that the only visitor I know of at 
a Communist Party branch meeting is a definite prospect, and in these 
latter years the prospects haven’t even gotten to the meeting ahead of 
time. 

Mr. Jackson. That is to say, the Communist Party never, of course, 
invites the bureau chief of the FBI in to discuss tactics ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No; they never do. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. It is only those of us who believe in our form of gov- 
ernment that allow that sort of thing to happen, isn’t it? 

Mrs. Hartir. Yes. 

Mr. Criarpy. We will let Communists in to our meetings—allow 
people in who disagree with us so that we might convert them, but 
the Communists don’t work that way, do they ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No; they don’t. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hartle, you mentioned dues paying. Would you 
tell the committee what your knowledge is about Ceis paying dues 
and how much, if you know ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I believe that the last dues that he paid were dues of 
$2 a month, the highest category. 

Mr. Vetpe. You say that was in the high category ? 

Mrs. Hartir. Yes. The dues ranged from 35 cents up to $2 a 
month, and I think in some cases $5 a month, if the income is high 
enough. The dues are small in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Vetpr. You are not including any special assessments in that, 
are you? 

Mrs. Hartie. No; Iam not including financial contributions. They 
are high. 

Mr. Kunzie. I was just about to ask you, Mrs. Hartle, if you know 
of any special contributed sums by Phil Ceis? 

Mrs. Harrie. I have known Phil Ceis to contribute sums of $100 
and $200 to various Communist Party and Communist Party press 
fund drives. Such drives take place about twice a year, as best I can 
remember, he contributed some such sum to all those drives, 

Mr. Kuyzic. Mrs. Hartle, what do you mean when you talk about 
Communist Party press ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I mean the press that is controlled by the Communist 
Party, circulated by it, and its policies and contents of its paper are 
controlled by the Communist Party, like the People’s World, North- 
west edition, which was circulated here. 

Mr. Kunzic. For example, the Daily Worker, on the east coast, and 
so forth ? 








6072 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Mrs. Harrie. The Daily Worker and Political Affairs. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever know a Bob Camozzi? Did you ever 
know anybody by that name 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was his activity in the party, and identify him 
further, if you can. 

Mrs. Harrie. I remember Bob Camozzi as a section organizer of a 
North End section of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you know a Marion Camozzi ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who was she ? 

Mrs. Harrie. She has been manager of the Frontier Book Store, 
in Seattle, from about 1948 up to the present time, as far as I know. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was she at any time related to Robert Camozzi? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. She was his wife some time ago. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is her present name? 

Mrs. Harrie. Kinney. 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you mean Marion Camozzi Kinney ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. What present employment does Robert Camozzi have, 
if it lies within your knowledge ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I was last given the impression that he was working 
for the circulation department of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mrs. Hartle, we were just discussing Marion 
Camozzi Kinney, and I would like to go into detail about the Com 
munist Party book store. 

However, Mr. Chairman, I note that it is 10:30 and I respectfully 
request that a recess be taken at this time. 

Mr. Vewpe. Yes, a recess will be ordered and the committee will 
stand in recess until 10: 45. 

(Whereupon, at 10:30 a. m., the hearing was recessed to reconvene 
at 10:45 a.m.) 

(Where upon, at 10:45 a. m., the hearing was reconvened.) 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in order, please. 

I should like to just mention this remark in passing. Today is Flag 
Day. The fact that we are holding these hearings here in Seattle 
today is only coincidental to Flag Day, but I am sure that we will all 
appreciate and show respect today to the greatest flag in the world 
and to all that it stands for. 

Now there has been some question which has come up concerning the 
identity of one of the witnesses who was mentioned by Mrs. Hartle 
and I will ask counsel to clear that matter up right now so that there 
may be no mistake in identity. 

You may proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hartle, you mentioned an Alvin Cumming this 
morning in your testimony. There is also, as I understand it, an 
Allen Cummings, who works for King Broadcasting Co. They are 
two different, separate persons, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes, they are two separate persons. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. And you did not, in any way, identify Allen Cum- 
mings of King Broadcasting Co. ? 

Mrs. Hartie. No, I did not. 

Mr. Vewpr. May I say this in that regard? Should it come up in 
the future during these hearings that common names such as that— 
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that is, I don’t mean, necessarily, to say that they are common names 
but rather names that many people have—are mentioned, if the person 
who is injured thereby w ill call the committee counsel or a member of 
the committee staff, we certainly will do everything we can to clear 
up the matter as soon as possible. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I don’t think it would hurt to again emphasize that if 
any of those persons who are identified as Communists desire to pre- 
sent themselves, we would welcome them also. 

Mr. Vevpe. Certainly. That is very true. I am glad that the gen- 
tleman from Michigan made that observation. 

Mr. Jackson. Unless they want to come in and take the fifth amend- 
ment. But I think the import of the words of the gentleman from 
Michigan is that if anyone named as a member of the Communist 
Party desires to come in and deny the allegation, the committee, in line 
with past procedures, would be very happy to have such a denial. 

However, I, for one, do not feel constrained to sit here and take abuse 
from someone who wants to come in and use the committee as a sound- 
ing board without making an affirmation or a denial of the allegation. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, that 1s what I had in mind. 

Mr. Vevpr. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, at the recess we closed with your testimony 
concerning Marion Camozzi Kinney, connected with the Communist 
Party bookstore, whom you said you knew to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party. Would you now go into detail and tell us about the 
Communist Party bookstore, how bookstores work, and how members 
are asked to set up a bookstore ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party bookstores, such as the Work- 
ers Book Store in Spokane and the Frontier Book Store in Seattle are 
an integral part of the Communist Party apparatus. 

The Workers Book Store in Spokane, of which I was the manager 
for about a year and a half in 1937-38, was under the complete control 
and domination of the Communist Party of Spokane. I was selected 
as manager of the bookstore by the district organizer then, Morris 
Rappaport, and the books and papers that were ‘sold in the store and 
circulated through the Communist Party literature department were 
determined by the Communist Party and by no one else. 

The Frontier Book Store in Seattle, from the time I came to Seattle 
in 1942, until I left in 1950, was under the direct control of the district 
board and district committee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now you have already testified that at one period you 
yoo had a rather profitable little store of your own, which you 

gave up. Would you explain how and why you gave up your own store 
to take on a questionably profitable one, if it was? Tell us about the 
Communist bookstore. 

Mrs. Harrie. I did have a bookstore of my own and I liked it very 
much. I had been able to build it up into the second largest circulat- 
ing library in Spokane and was very happy with it. However, the 
district organizer said to me, “You don’t want to be a businesswoman, 
do you?” And, thinking that I wanted to be a Communist and I 
couldn’t very well be a businesswoman, too, I sold my bookstore, 
against my better judgment and against my real desires. 


Mr. Frazier. Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Frazier, of Tennessee. 

Mr. Frazier. I would like to ask a question of the witness. 

Tell us, if you will, the purposes that the Communist bookstores are 
used for? Is it for the purpose of disseminating communistic litera- 
ture ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is the purpose of the Communist bookstore. 
The main and central purpose is for the circulation and sale of Com 
munist Party literature and literature that the Communist Party 
wants to see circulated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue with your testimony about the 
Communist Party bookstore? When did Marion Kinne y te ake over ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Marion Kinney became the manager of the Frontier 
Book Store in 1943. I remember that Phil Frankfeld was district 
organizer in this district at that time and that it was under his choice 
that Marion Kinney became the manager of the Frontier Book Store: 
and she has been the manager ever since that time, up to when I left 
Seattle in 1950. 

Mr. Kunzic. And who was Phil Frankfeld, whose name you just 
mentioned a moment ago? 

Mrs. Harrie. Phil Frankfeld was then district organizer of this 
Northwest district for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you give us any i dentification other than that— 
address or anything of that nature ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Phil Frankfeld came to this district from the East, 
and then in about 1944 he was drafted into the Armed Forces; and 
after he came back out of the Armed Forces he became the district or- 
ganizer in Maryland. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mrs. Hartle, did the bookstore carry on any Com 
munist-front activities other than what you have alre: ady stated ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: the Frontier Book S Store did. It ‘attempted to 
get certain types of literature into certain kinds of organizations. It 
would try to have literature that would appeal to labor-union people ; 
it would try to get that into their meetings or try to mail it to them: 
and it would try to get literature, Communist literature, on the Negro 
question in one way or another and then would attempt to sell it or dis- 
tribute it or mail it to Negro people who might be interested in it, and 
in that way did carry on front activities with the literature. 

Mr. Kunzia. Speaking of this literature, who was the editor of the 
Northwest edition of the People’s World ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Terry Pettus. 

Mr. Kunzic. You knew him to be a member of the Communist Party, 
did you not? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Who succeeded him ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He was succeeded, I am told, by—I cannot remember 
the name. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you ever know a Will Parry to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that was the name I am trying to think of, I 
understand that he succeeded him as editor of the People’s World. 

Mr. Crarpy. Maybe counsel can answer that. 

She mentioned the name of Mr. Pettus. Do you have any infor- 
mation as to whether or not he has been one of the Smith Act defend- 
ants somewhere along the way ¢ 
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Mrs. Harrie. He was one of my codefendants in the Smith Act trial 
here. 

Mr. Crarpy. That was my recollection. 

Mr. Kunzia. What was his first name ? 

Mrs. Harriz. Terry, T-e-r-r-y. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know, of your own knowledge, Will Parry 
to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzia. Will you give us further identification, if you can, about 
Will Parry ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Will Parry was a reporter on the People’s World, 
Northwest edition, during the period before I left Seattle. He was 
a member of a branch in the Rainier V alley area while I was regional 
organizer of south King County. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever know a Jean Danielson, now known as 
Jean Danielson Schuddakopf ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know her to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes;I did. 

Mr. Kunzia. Can you give us any further identification of this 
woman ¢ 

Mrs. Harte. She was a member of the Communist Party in the 
north King region or area of the Communist Party. I have met with 
her in regard to Communist work among women. 

Mr. Kunzic. What period of time was that, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harte. In about the middle 1940’s. I do not remember the 
specific year, but I met with her several times in about 1946-47. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know her definitely to be a member, at that 
time at least, of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Hartte. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now did you ever know anyone by the name of Eugene 
V. Dennett ? 

Mrs. Hartte. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you know Mr. Dennett to be active in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give us any further testimony that you can 
about Eugene V. Dennett ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I had seen Eugene V. Dennett in large district com- 
mittee meetings in the late 1930’s and I knew him then as a member 
of the district committee. I knew him as a member of the Communis t 
Party after I came to Seattle and have been in functionaries’ meetings 
of this area with him. One of the positions that I remember him in 
was as chairman of the Steel Club of tie Communist Party. 

Mr. Vetpr. May I interrupt, counsel, to ask a question here regard- 
ing Mrs. Schuddakopf ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes. 

Mr. Vetpr. How did you know that she was a member of the Com- 
munist Party? Did you happen to sit in at closed meetings with her? 

Mrs. Harrie. She discussed women’s commission work of the Com- 
munist Party with me on the basis of she and I both being members 
of the Communist Party. We discussed nothing else but the Com 
munist Party. 
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Mr. Vevpe. From that knowledge then you would say definitely that 
she was a member; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. And from other information as well. I knew her 
well to be a member of the Communist Party—from meetings, fune- 
tionaries’ meetings, from seeing her name on registration lists. 

Mr. Vevpe. Then you did attend functionaries’ meetings, which 
would be closed Communist Party meetings, with her ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is right; yes. 

Mr. Vevpe. In any of these identifications, Mr. Counsel, I think it 
might be wise to find out the source of the knowledge Mrs. Hartle has 
concerning their Communist Party membership, if it is possible. 

Mr. Kunzic. Very well. 

Now, Mrs. Hartle, we were talking about Eugene V. Dennett, and 
I believe he is going to tie up with the subject of Trotskyism. 

Would you explain to the committee what Trotskyism is and give 
us the full benefit of your knowledge on Trotskyism and on the So- 

cialist Workers Party, tying it in, if you can, with Eugene V. Dennett ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. Stalin has defined Trotskyism as the theoretical 
vanguard of the counterrevolution, and I was taught this definition in 
1937 at a 6-week fulltime training school of the Communist Party 
that I attended here in Seattle, although I was in Spokane at that time. 
I came here as a student to go to this 6-week school in 1937. 

Upon first joining the es st Party, I was informed by the 
Spokane section leadership, by J. H. Van Orman, section organizer, 
and others, that the Trotskyites, that is, the Socialist Workers’ Party 
and its members, were about the worst enemy of the Communist Party, 
with the possible exception of law-enforcement authorities; and this 
was told to me in a very intense fashion. I was told that Communists 
do not speak with Trotskyites, they do not argue with them, they do 
not read their literature; and I was quite puzzled by that at the time, 
as I know were other new members. I remember discussing it with 
other new members at the time—as to why there was such an intense 
hatred of the Trotskyites and why there was such a taboo against 
Trotskyism, without any seemingly convincing arguments to us then 
as new members. 

However, through constant repetition by the district leaders and 
through reading different kinds of material which did seem to have 
some arguments, I finally accepted the position that the Trotskyites 
and Trotskyism are supreme enemies of the Communist Party. It 
did take quite a lot of study and quite a lot of convincing for me to 
arrive at that kind of Communist understanding. 

After awhile, I was able to develop some arguments on this subject 
from this material, and the main arguments that I used in explaining 
the Socialist Workers’ Party were that the Socialist Workers’ Party or 
Trotskyites attacked the Communist Party from the left—the left- 
wing side of politics, if you please. I also taught that the Trotskyites 
confused the workers and others who were almost ready for the Com- 
munist Party; and I also taught that through the sectariat, the nar- 
row presentation of Marxism and Leninism—not Stalinism—that the 
Trotskyites put the party in a bad light, generally. 

These were some of the arguments that I finally learned and used 
in trying to convince people in the Communist Party that Trotskyism 
was very bad. 

Mr. Criarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire, sir ? 
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Mr. Veutpe. Mr. Clardy. an! 

Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, actually the only difference, however, is in 
the personality of Trotsky and Stalin, isn’t it? In other words, they 
were both Communists; they were both advocating and teaching and 
fiohting for communism but each one wanted to be the big shot the 
top dog, in other words? Is that not true ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: that is true. Material that I have seen and 
what I have been told in the Communist Party is that the Trotsky ites 
support Lenin and Marx and Engels but not Stalin. The Socialist 
Workers’ Party fights Stalin. 

I heard one definition one time of the Trotskyites by a leading 
Communist. He said, “When you find a person that is strong for 
socialism and hates Soviet Russia, you have probably got a Trotskyite. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did the name of Jay Lovestone ever come into the dis 
cussions in connection with that ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Not a great deal. As far as I can remember, Love 
stone had become somewhat past history. I have studied about him 
in school, in a Communist school, as being a person who thought that 
some kind of a new era had arrived and that maybe all this class 
struggle and international conflict would no longer be necessary. But 
not a great deal was said about Lovestone at the time that I was in 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Criarpy. There is no question about the fact that he had been 
an active practicing Communist but that he was probably of the third 
division, the other two already having been mentioned, is that not the 
fact ? 

Mrs. HARTLE. Lovestone, as | remember learning about hima from 
the Communist Party, was a revisionist rather than a leftist or a 
Trotskyite. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Basically, however, he had been a member of the Com- 
munist Party and, basically, he was a Communist, was he not ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; he was a member of the Communist Party at 
one time. 

Mrs. Ciarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you recall today, Mrs. Hartle, the names of any 
Communist Party members whom you knew were expelled from thie 
Communist Party for Trotskyism or at least suspicions of Trotskyism ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I believe that I can remember several of those 
names. One of them was Eugene Dennett. 

Mr. Kunzig. That is the man that you have already mentioned here, 
is it not ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. Another is Bill Long. 

Mr. Kunzie. And you knew him to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. As the chairman has previously requested, can you 
give us a little further identification as to how you knew him to be 
a member of the party ? 2 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew him to be a member of the Communist Party 
through attending functionaries’ meetings of the Seattle area with 
him and through seeing him at other Communist meetings. 

Mr..Kunzie. Do you know what his work was? 
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Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, as part of the foundation of material 
for identification, I suggest that if the witness knows when these Com- 
munists were expelled from the party and can give approximately the 
year that would be very helpful information. 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes. 

Mrs. Harrie. He was expelled about 1947. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know what his work was or his employment ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He was probably employed on the waterfront. I be- 
lieve he was employed on the waterfront; I am not certain. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are there any other names that you can recall who 
were Communist Party members and expelled for Trotskyism ? 

Mrs. Harrie. ] might add, on him, that he lived in the Rainier 
Valley area of town—if that will help. 

Mr. Kunzie. This is Bill Long that you are talking about now, is 


] 


that correct 4 

Mrs. Harrie. Bill Long, yes—at that time. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now are there any others? 

Mrs. Harrie. Another is Ruth Porter. 

Mr. Kunzic. Ruth Porter? Can you give us, as you have on the 
others, any further ide : fication ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Ruth Porter I had met with in functionaries’ meet- 

os of K no ( ounty. : have had her in classes taught by me, Com- 
munist cea classes taught by me, and have discussed the Commu- 
nist Party with her personal) a number of times. I have known her 
well as eels of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzie. When was she expelled, if you can recall? 


Mrs. Harrie. In about 1947. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are there any others? 

Mrs. Hartie. Another is Foster Williams. Foster Williams I re- 
member from functionaries’ meeting of the King County Communist 
Party, and IJ remember him as a student in one of my classes held 
in a room at the rear of the I rontier Book Store. where he disagreed 


with me on some Communist theory. He w as expelled about 1948 from 
the Communist Party for Trotskyi ite associations. He is a young 
Negro man. I do not know what his work was. 


Mr. Kunzie. Thank you. Are there any others, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. Another person who was expelled for Trotskyite 
associations was Irene Hull. 1 histo known her as working with me 
on women’s commission work of the Communist Party, being on a 
me in the Communist Party. She was 


l 


women’s commission with 
expelled also about 1947 because she was suspected strongly of being 
associated with Trotskyites 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you have any address or employment for this 
person ? 

Mrs. Harrie. She lived in the central King area, which is not the 
north or the south but the center from the waterfront down to Lake 
Washington. She lived in the bang area. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Are there any other Communist Party members who 
were expelled for Trotskism whose names you recall? 

Mrs. Harrie. There are two others that I recall who were either 
expelled or dropped. One of those was Jesse Erickson, who was a 
member of the Communist Party in the West Seattle area. Heisa 
Necro. He was an industrial worker and he was expelled shortly 
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after joining upon suspicions of being associated with the Trotskyites, 
about 1947, too. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question of the witness ? 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Mrs. Hartle, you have, with reference to the last 
two identifications that you have given, used the phrase “because they 
associated with certain individuals.” Does that imply that the Com- 
munist Party actually would expel an individual because of his 
associations 4 

Mrs. Harrie. They certainly would in the case of Trotskyites, and 
have, 

Mr. Jackson. Isn’t that quite inconsistent with the position they 
take, with reference to other individuals, some of whom have ap- 
peared before the committee, where the scream has gone up to high 
heaven that they were being maligned because of their associations ? 

Mrs. Harte. Is it inconsistent ? 

Mr. JAckson. Isn’t it somewhat inconsistent? 

Mrs. Harrie. It certainly is. I think it is extremely inconsistent. 

Mr. Jackson. As a matter of fact, it is only necessary to see a 
Communist conversing with someone outside the pale in order to have 
guilt by association brought very actively to the fore in the Com- 
munist Party, isn’t that so? 

Mrs. Hartie. That is called vigilar ce, 

Mr. Jackson. But when the FBI or this committee does it, it’s 
ouilt by association ? 

Mrs. Harrir. Presumably. It is called vigilance in the Commu 
nist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. We call it vigilance on this committee, too. 

Mr. Scnrrer. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire of the witness? 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Tell us how these people were expelled. What was 
the procedure followed ? Was there a hearing ? If SO, what kind of 
a hearing was it? 

Mrs. Harrier. There is a procedure for expulsion in the Communist 
Partv. However, if you want the exact picture of what happened, 
it usually has to be gone at person by person. ‘The procedure is t 
file charges and then to have a trial. and then to have a decision at 

nd of the trial, and then 04 inform the defendant, if you please, 

vhat the decision was. But there are many cases in the Communist 

Party when the member is so guilty that he is expelled forthwith. 
thout atrial. 

Mr. Scnerer. Who determines whether he is guilty, as you say? 

Mrs. Hartir. This is so well understood in the Communist Party 
that there will be no objections from anyone; it is completely 
understood. 

Mr. Scurrer. Do you mean that he is expelled without a hearing 
when somebody in the hierarchy decides that there is sufficient 
evidence 2 

Mrs. Hartt. Apparently so. If a member of the Communist 
Party were to appear before this committee and make statements that 
did not suit the Communist Party, he would be expelled forthwith, 
without atrial. ; 

Mr. Jackson. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Scnerer. Yes. 
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Mr. Jackson. Is the accused or the defendant, as you called him, 
represented by counsel during these expulsion proceedings ¢ 

Mrs. HARTLE, No. 

Mr. Jackson. Is he permitted the right of cross-examination ? 

Mrs. Harrue. There is some discussion. It is usually for the pur- 
nose of bringing out what else is wrong with him. 

Mr. Jackson. In other words, he is permitted none of the privileges 
about which the Communist Party rants and raves when courts and 
congressional committees attempt to investigate the area of subversive 
activity ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. None. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said that the Communist Party does have a 
procedure for expelling a person, did you not ¢ 
Mrs. Harrie. Yes, there isa procedure. 

Mr. Scuerer. But in some instances, as I understand your testi- 
mony, they completely iwnore the procedure when the top brass feel 
that it isn’t necessary ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, it has been ignored. I know of instances where 
it has veen ionored. 

Mr. Scuerer. And no hearing is granted ? 

Mi Harrie. No And to a Communist it would be inconceivable 
to give a person a hearing after he had testified wrongly at a Canwell 


committee hearing; 1t would be inconceivable to grant him a trial— 
if is just understood that he has gone over to the enemy and there is 
no use wasting time with a trial—yust expel him. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Ma, ay I inquire, Mr. Chairman / 

Mr. \V ELDE. Mr. lardy. 

Mr CLARDY. Would the word or phrase “kangaroo court” pretty 
well describe the process even when they do have a trial ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Most —— e time that is the case. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do they e . pel rmit the Communist on trial before 
them toe mploy t he fifth ame es nt ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Or any other part of the Constitution of this country ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. They demand and compel and get answers to every 
questio! that they put to him, do they not ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. ony 

Mr. Cuarpy. And if he refuses, what happens? Or does he ever 
retuse 

Mrs. Harrie. He may refuse, but he is then expelled if he refuses. 

Mr. Crarpy. In other words, summary jucgme nt is meted out the 
moment that he attempts to invoke any of the rights they prate about 
so much when they come before us? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct. Refusal to come to a trial meeting 
will result in expulsion. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, this might be of interest to the com- 
mittee and to the record in this testimony this morning. We have 
here a copy of the charges brought by the Communist Party, from a 
confidential informant to this committee, against Eugene Dennett, 
who was mentioned a few minutes earlier, and who has been sub- 
penaed to appear before this committee. I would like to pass this over 
te the witness and ask her if this isn’t a typical sample of charges 
brought by the Communist Party in this type of instance against 
Trotskyite ? 
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(Document is handed to the witness for examination.) 

Mr. Vetpr. While the witness is looking over this particular docu- 
ment, I would like to make a very brief statement. 

I have in my hand a leaflet or what is called a throwaway, which, I 
understand, is being circulated on the waterfront at the present time. 
It is a very vicious item, personally attacking me and attacking the 
committee generally for appearing here in Seattle today. 

I would like to read just one statement that is made in this leaflet: 


Now the reason I am putting out this leaflet is to ask you guys I work with to 
help me fight these rats. 


meaning the Un-American Activities Committee. 


If you are a member of the local, take the floor and urge the local to carry out 
the plan to call stop-work meetings while the Velde committee is here fouling 
up the air, 

I would like to make this statement for the record and for the 
general public. The Committee on Un-American Activities is here in 
Seattle to investigate to determine whether or not there has been and 
presently is infiltration by the Communist Party or any other sub- 
versive organization into the various phases of our American life. We 
certainly do not want to interfere in any way with the legitimate union 
organizations; and, above all—and I am sure that the members will 
agree with me—we would very much regret to see a stop-work or strike 
called here in the great city of Seattle. 

I want to assure you good members of this particular union that we 
are only interested in subversive activities that might destroy our 
form of government. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, don’t you think it would be well to 
let the public here know that that is just a typical example of what we 
meet, wherever we go in the conduct of the business of this committee ? 

Mr. Veuve. Yes, the chairman certainly concurs with the gentleman 
from Michigan on that. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. You did not read the name of the person who signed 
that sheet to which you referred. 

(At this point Mr. Velde conferred with Mr. Jackson and then 
with Mr. Doyle.) 

Mr. Dorie. I see. And you are informing me that you did not read 
it because that person has not yet been identified in these hearings as 
a member of the Communist Party. That of course is in line with our 
polic y- 

However, I wish to state, as a member of the committee, that I con- 
sider it a compliment to be included in the designation of a “rat” by 
the person who signs that sheet. It is all right with me if there is any 
American citizen who wants to call mea rat; it shows the degradation 
to which some Americans can go in support of the Communist 
philosophy. 

I would like to meet the gentleman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Why do you call him a gentleman? 

Mr. Doyte. I will give him the benefit of the doubt. 

But that was on the Seattle water front, was it ? 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. Now, Mr. Chairman, in view of your statement about 
this committee, I don’t think we have specified yet in our record today, 
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for those who may see us or hear us, that this House Un-American 
Activities Committee was established under Public Law 601 way back 
in the 79th Congress, back in 1945, and that this subcommittee here 
today is not a special committee of Congress; it is one of the major 
committees of the United States Congress. It is an established com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives. It is neither a stepchild nor 
any part of the United States Senate; it is a part of the House of 
Representatives. 

I just felt that I ought to make that clear, because the Congress of 
course consists of the House and the Senate. This committee here 
today is a committee of the House. We have no connection with any 
other branch of the United States Congress. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May Lask Mr. Doyle if it isn’t a fact that actually this 
committee is a continuation of rt old Dies committee that was organ- 
ized in 1938, so that actually we have had a continual 15-year experi- 
ence in dealing with these kind of people? 

Mr. Doyte. I don’t think any of us were on the old Dies committee. 

Mr. Cuarpy. No. 

Mr. Doytr. I am sure that none of us were, and this committee was 
set up in 1945. 

Mr. CLiarpy. The point I am making, Mr. Doyle, is this: That there 
h iS been a separate House committee for a) years dealing with this 
problem. It has gone by this name since 1945 and other names prior 
to that. 

Mr. Dorie. Yes, but this is the first House of Representatives Un- 
American Activities ate which has ever had a povee desig- 
nated set of rules and it is the first House Un-American Activities 
Committee that has ever existed where a person always ha as a right to 
counsel before the committee. I wish to distinguish the functions of 
this committee since I have been on it, at least, and you other gentle- 
men, as acting differently from most congressional committees in the 
field of investigation. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. During this — I have taken the opportunity to 
read this document, and whether or not the gentleman has been iden- 
tified previously, I personally h: ave no hesitation in reading his name. 

I might say that the order of his contempt is very low and much 
better has been done els a 

His name appears to be Mel Kirkwood, and he identifies himself 
as a poolie in one of the unions. 

[ think the record should show positively that across the country, 
during the hearings which this committee has conducted heretofore, 
we have had splendid help and assistance and support from local un- 
ions in almost every field of industrial activity. That support has 
been very much appreciated by all of us, I am sure, and has gone a 
long way toward overcoming the sort of low-order contempt which is 
demonstrated by Mr. Kirkwood in his highly illiterate document. 

I see no reason why his name should not be made known, not only to 
the members of his own union, but to everyone who may be within 
sound of the activities of this committee today. And so there is no mis- 
take about it—the name is Mel Kirkwood, M-e-] K-i-r-k-w-o-o-d, and 
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° . 
his illiterate diatribe sounds like an editorial from the Communist 
Daily Worker. ; 4 

Mr. Vere. I might say to the gentleman from California that Mr. . 
Kirkwood has been subpenaed to appear before this committee, and 
we hope to clarify the issue further at that time. _ 

Mr. Jackson. The gentleman from California is delighted to hear it. 

Mr. Criarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verve. Mr. Clardy. i 

Mr. Cuarpy. There is one point that you did not make in connec- 
tion with it, which I think the public ought to know. He is directing 
people who think like he does— and now I am quoting from the docu- 
ment, “Jam the place. Let these phony birds know the workers in this 
town don’t like them.” In other words, he is telling them to take over 
the hearing and do just as they have tried to do in a great many other 
places. 

Mr. Kunzia. I think the record should also show, Mr. Chairman, 
that Mr. Kirkwood was subpenaed long before the issuance of this 
document that has been discussed and he will have an opportunity to 
answer questions as to his own activities. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It is obvious that that is why he put out this diatribe. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veber. The chair recognizes the gentleman from California, 
Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyie. I am sure that as long as we are discussing this yellow 
sheet—because it is yellow, in color—very appropriately—that it 
should be noted that he signed this personally, but he is evidently pre- 
suming to talk from some unit of organized labor, and I think it appro- 
priate, Mr. Chairman, for us to say that we presume that it was writ- 
ten and circulated without the authority of his union. I am always 
supported by organized labor in my campaigns for reelection—that is, 
by the non-Communist group of both the A. F. of L. and the ClIO—I 
am proud of it, but I think we ought to call upon the union and if 
they have any connection with this yellow sheet or in any way author- 
ized it directly or indirectly, or if it is within their knowledge, that 
the union itself ought to get busy and take some action on this sort 
cf thing. 

Mr. Verve. The Chair certainly concurs with the gentleman from 
California. However, I think we have too many witnesses called now. 
But if any member of this particular union desires to come forward 
and confer with our counsel, any information that he may have rela- 
tive to the origin of this particular pamphlet will be appreciated by 
the commitee. 

Now may we proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Hartle, if you will just hold up discussion of this document that 
I have shown you that had to do with Eugene V. Dennett for a moment, 
I think we more appropriately at this moment might ask this question. 

Did you ever know Melvin W. Kirkwood to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell us about Mr. Kirkwood’s activities? 
This is the same Mr. Kirkwood that we have just been discussing for 
the last 10 minutes. 
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Mrs. Harrie. I knew him as a member of the Communist Party in 
the North King County region of the Communist Party. I have 
attended King C ounty Communist Party functionaries’ meetings with 
him a number of times in this 3- or 4-year period before I left Seattle 
in 1950. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did he have any connection with the Pacific North- 
west Labor School ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I believe he was one of the sponsors of the Pacific 
Northwest Labor School. 

Mr. Kunzic. And of your own personal knowledge you knew him 
to be a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Harte. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Then Mr. Kirkwood’s assessment of the work of the 
committee can hardly be termed objective in light of what the witness 
has had to say. 

Mr. Ve.pe. The Chair certainly concurs in that observation. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, may I cite for the record that the 
Pacific Northwest Labor School was cited as a Communist group by 
Attorney General Howard McGrath in 1950? 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes. 

Mr. C1arpy. Will you get into some description of that school a 
little later on ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes; we intend to go into that in detail. I just wanted 
to get the identification of Mr. Kirkwood at this moment. 

Now to come back, Mrs. Hartle, to the document you were examining 
a few moments ago, the charges against Eugene V. Dennett, have you 
ever seen these charges before ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes; I have read them before. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Could you identify them and testify about them to this 
committee at this time ? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes; I could. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Would you continue, please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That document that I just read was written and cir- 
culated by the Communist Party in relation to Eugene Dennett’s 
expulsion from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Chairman, I should like to offer this document 
into evidence as Barbara Hartle exhibit No. 1.1 

Mr. Vetpe. Without objection, it will be received and filed for the 
information of the committee. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mrs. Hartle, I should like to ask you to continue and 
finish the discussion and identifications you were giving. You men- 
tioned that you knew of two others and you mentioned Jesse Erickson. 
Would you continue, please, with the others? 

Mrs. Harrie. Another short-time member of the Communist Party 
who was dropped because of suspicions of Trotskyite associations was 
Odell Lee. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you identify Odell Lee further ? 

Mrs. Hartir. He was a Negro member of the Communist Party for 
a short time and lived in West Seattle. 


1 Retained in committee files 
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Mr. Kunzic. Now are there any other names of any other people 
that you knew to be members of the Communist Party, who were then 
expelled for Trotskyism ? 

Mrs. Harrie. One more is Eleanor Snyder. 

Mr. Kunzie. Can you give us her residence and her employment? 

Mrs. Harrie. She was living either in or very close to Yesler Ter- 
race housing project, in what is called the 35th district section of the 
Communist Party. She was expelled in about 1947 or early 1948. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now is there any example in recent years of what is 
called “Trotskyism” ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. I have heard Titoism explained as the Trotsky- 
ism of the present period. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you know a Jim Taylor to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Hartir. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Does he fit into this category we are discussing ? 

Mrs. Harte. No; he does not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, since I have mentioned his name, could you give 
us further identification and tell us perhaps where he lives or where 
he is employed ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. Jim Taylor—James Taylor was a member of 
the Communist Party in the 37th district. He was a member who 
was active in the youth work of the Communist Party for about a 
year. He was dropped by the Communist Party when it seemed that 
he was no longer interested in its activities. 

We was a witness in the Smith Act trial against the defendants. 

Mr. Kunzia. Thank you. Now could you explain in a little further 
detail just what the Socialist Workers’ Party is? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, the Socialist Workers’ Party, from a Com- 
munist explanation, are the Trotskyites; they are always called the 
Trotskvites in the Communist Party. They are an organization. 
How they are organized, | don’t know, but according to the Com- 
munist Party they are the vanguard, theoretical vanguard, that at- 
tacks the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. May I state for the record, Mr. Chairman, that the 
Socialist Workers’ Party has been cited as a subversive and Commu- 
nist organization, which seeks to alter the form of government of the 
United States by unconstitutional means, by Attorney General Tom 
Clark in 1947 and 1948, and by this committee, the Congressional 
Committee on Un-American Activities in 1948. 

I have also a document here, Mr. Chairman, which I should like 
to introduce into the record, which has come to us officially from the 
Government here in Washington. It is a certification from the De- 
partment of State, which certifies that the attached is a true and 
correct copy of the proceedings of the nominating convention held 
by the Socialist Workers’ Party on September 9, 1952, in Seattle, and 
it is signed by Karl Coe, Secretary of State. It shows in the list of 
names on page 11 the name Eugene V. Dennett, who has been testified 
about here this morning. 

[ offer this as Barbara Hartle exhibit No. 2. 

Mr. Vetpr. Without objection, it will be received and filed for the 
information of the committee. 

Proceed, counsel. 


ne 
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Mr. Kunzie. Now, Mrs. Hartle, I should like to turn to the subject 
of the Civil Rights Congress and its connection, if any, with the Com- 
munist Party. “I would like to ask you questions about that from your 
own personal knowledge as a former member of the Communist Party 
and one of the top me smbers in this district. 

I want to make it very clear for the record, Mr, Chairman, so that 
there can be no confusion, that in referring to the Civil Rights Con- 
gress we are not referring in any way of course to the American Civil 
Liberties Union. It is a separate organization and has nothing to do 
with the Civil Rights Congress. 

Mr. Crarpy. It may be different and distinct, but I wouldn’t go 
any further than that, if I were you, in what you say. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mrs. Hartle, would you tell us what you know 
about the Civil Ri — ongress / 

Mrs. Harrir. The Civil Rights Congress in this area was started 
and controlled by <a Communist Party, and by “this area” I mean 
Washington State. The way this came about was that sometime in the 
late 1940’s, about 1946-47, when it began to be clear to the Communist 
Party that their policies would be in head-on clash with those of our 
country, some thought began to be given to having this civil-rights 
defense. And then of course after the arrest of the 12 national leaders 
of the Communist Party in the first Smith Act case, William Z. Foster 
made the statement that the Communist Party cannot carry on its 
own defense within itself; there has to be a separate organization; 
and Henry Hutt reported this to the district board when he came back 
from a trip to national headquarters in New York City, and he pointed 
out that the Civil Rights Congress had to be organized in order to 
carry on this defense work of the Communist Party. He at that time 
suggested that John Daschbach become the organizer and the head of 
the Civil Rights Congress, and this was carried out and put through, 
and John Daschbach did assume that job and organized the Civil 
Rights Congress in this area, with some organization in places like 
Tacoma, Spokane, and Everett. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you been able to locate your notes on this? 

Mrs. Harrie. I don’t believe I have any notes on that, but I believe 
Iam fairly familiar with it. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did the Civil Rights Congress have any activity in 
the Negro field ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; the Civil Rights Congress, while its main and 
central purpose was the defense of Communist Party leaders in cases, 
did have a program of so-called Negro-rights work, and it supported 
some national cases that the Communist Party was bringing forward 
in its press and in its directives. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Is there any further information that you can think 
of and can give us concerning the Civil Rights Congress ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Civil Rights Congress also took up any kind of 
civil-rights cases that might draw some support to the committee in 
order to draw contacts into committee membership or to get financial 
support or get interest or influence of people; and the reason for taking 
up these other matters from time to time, like Negro rights or pris- 
oners’ relief, was to get a wider group of people into the circle of the 
Civil Rights Congress, with the aim then that eventually these people 
could be brought to a deeper understanding and would see the neces- 
sity of supporting the civil rights of Communists. 
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Mr. Kunzia. Now we discussed a brief time ago the Northwest 
Labor School. Could you give us your knowledge of that group, that 
school, and just what connection it had with the Communist Party ‘ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. The Pacifie Northwest Labor School was a 
Communist-front project in the field of education, and its basic pur- 
pose was to spread Marxist-Leninist education but to do it in such a 
way as to attract non-Communists, in addition to its use as being a 
school for Communist Party members. It had a double purpose : to 
educate the party membership and to draw as many non-Communists 
into classes as possible at the same time. 

It was not considered a party leadership training school; it was 
more for the membership. And, in order to attract a broader segment 
of persons into the school, a number of courses were included that were 
not in Marxism-Leninism, but they were included in order to appeal 
to people from labor unions, professional fields, and others. For 
example, parliamentary law would be a subject that was intended for 
the purpose of drawing people into the school and drawing them 
closer to it with no idea on their part that they were getting into a 
Communist school. An air of respectability was also created in this 
way, so that people would feel that if they enrolled in this school they 
had a per fect right to do so and there was nothing wrong with being 
in it. The hope, of course, was that if non-Communists enrolled this 
way, after awhile they would learn more about it and would become 
convinced to enroll in courses on Marxism-Leninism. 

The objective of the school was to gain Communist influence over 
non-Communists, recruit as many people as possible out of this school 
into the Communist party, and special attention was paid to members 
of organized labor through this school. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have a document marked “Barbara Hartle Exhibit 
No. 3” for identification, Mr. Chairman. 

It purports to be a photostatic copy, Mrs. Hartle, of perhaps a 
typical announcement folder or sheet concerning this school. Could 
you tell us about it and identify it, if you can ? 

The front page of the booklet, you will see, has been opened up 
there to be photostated. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I see that it has been opened. 

Yes, I recognize this. I recognize { he address, as well as the courses 
that are listed in here. 

Mr. Kunzic. What would you say that document is? 

Mrs. Harrie. It is what you c: all a school prospectus; it lists the 
courses and the teachers and the s te and it is the sort of thing 
that the school puts out in order to enroll students in the school. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Chairman, I offer this document, Barbara Hartle 
Exhibit No. 3, for identification into evidence as Barbara Hartle Ex 
hibit No. 3. 

Mr. Vetpe. Without objection, it will be received and filed for the 
information of the committee. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness has stated that in this prospectus or 
school catalog the courses are listed, as well as those who instruct in 
the courses. Might it not be well at this time to let the witness re- 
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examine the document for the purpose of identifying those who are 
listed as instructors who are known to her to have been members of 
the Communist Party—unless there is objection from counsel and he 
intends to take that up in due course. 

Mr. Kunzic. We intend, Mr. Jackson, to take that up in a few 
moments, 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. I will withdraw the request. 

Mr. Vevpre. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic. At this moment, Mr. Chairman, I have in my hand a 
copy of the New World of Thursday, March 28, 1946, which talks 
about the labor school class, and so forth and so on. I would like to 
hand this document marked “Barbara Hartle Exhibit No. 4” for iden- 
tification to the witness and ask if this is a typical announcement con- 
cerning the Northwest Labor School and if she could explain why this 
particular newspaper is interested in this particular school. It is a 
photostatic copy.” 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. This is an advertisement that was printed in the 
New World. It was for the purpose of advertising the labor school. 
rhe tie of interest between these two organizations is the Communist 
Party and the Communist domination of both of them. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I am at the point now of asking the 
witness to go into the names of the people whom she knew to be Com- 
munist Party members, who were connected with and controlled and 
taught at the Pacific Northwest Labor School. I note that it is 10 
minutes to 12 and suggest that perhaps you may wish to put this over 
until the afternoon session. 

Mr. Veupre. Yes. If there is no objection from the members of the 
committee, [ think this would be a proper breaking off place. 

The committee will stand in recess until 2 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 11:50 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 2 p.m.) 

Retained in committees 


files 
2 Testimony heart this afternoon session is printed in pt. 4 of this series 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA—Part 2 (SEATTLE) 
(Testimony of Barbara Hartle) 


TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 1954 


Unirep States Housst or REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Neattle. Wash. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to recess, 
at 9:08 a. m., in room 402, County-City Building, Seattle, Wash., Hon. 
Harold H. Velde (chairman), presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde, 
Donald L. Jackson, Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, Clyde Doyle, and 
James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Frank S. Taven- 
ner, Jr., counsel; William A. Wheeler, staff investigator; and Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., clerk. 

Mr. Veupr. The committee will be in order, please. 

Before commencing this morning’s session, I would like to say that 
we have word that there might be some mistake in identity of George 
Starkovich, who was identified by Mrs. Hartle yesterday and I want 
to announce that - matter will be cleared up later today or possibly 
tomorrow, as the George Starkovich whom Barbara Hartle referred 
to has been subpenaed and will be here to testify, so that there will 
be no possible mistake in his identity. 

Now will you proceed, counsel ? 


Mr. Kuwnzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
SPECIAL UNITED STATES DEPUTY MARSHAL DOROTHEA HALL 


Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, I want to ask you just one question about 
Starkovich, who was mentioned a few moments ago prior to your com- 
ing into the room. 

So far as you can recall, what is the age of the Starkovich whom you 
testified about yesterday / 

Mrs. Harrie. He would be about 25 years old now. 

Mr. Kunzic. A young man? 

Mrs. Harrie. A young man, yes. 

Mr. Konzic. Thank you very much. 

6089 








6090 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


Now when we broke off your testimony yesterday, we were discuss- 
ing the Pacific Northwest Labor School. That is the correct name 
of it; is that right? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did it ever go under any other name, to your know]- 
edge ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Before that, there was the Seattle Labor School, and 
my understanding is that the Pacific Northwest Labor School was 
another name for it, with the idea of spreading it more around the 
state. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. 

Now this morning I would like to go into the subject of people whom 
you knew to be members of the Communist Party and, remember, as 
we said yesterday, we are very definite on the point that we are only 
interested in those whom you know of your own personal knowledge 
to be members of the Communist Party. 

Could you tell us the names of those people with whom you were 
associated who were active in the Pacific Northwest Labor School ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Some of the people that were active in that, either 
as sponsors or in some other capacity were Pat Ryan—he was a mem- 
ber of an industrial branch of some kind and lived in the Holly Park 
housing project area. He was a member of the Holly Park Club for 
some time, and I knew him asa member there. 

Then there was his wife, Jan Ryan. 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell that name ? 

Mrs. Harrie. J-a-n R- y-a-n. She was branch secretary of the Holly 
Park branch and also lived in that area. 

Martha Swanson, who was chairman of the Rainier Vista branch 
of the Communist Party for a time and lived in the Rainier Vista 
housing project. 

Elsie Jarvis, who was a member of the Queen Anne branch in 
Seattle sometime ago and lived in the Queen Anne area 

Mr. Kunzic. What period of time, roughly, are you discussing here 
this morning as you give us these names? 

Mrs. Harrie. The names that I have given to you now will go at 
least through the middle 1940’s, but with Elsie Jarvis it would be 
earlier and up to the middle 1940’s, 

Mr. Kunzia. Try to give us the dates, if you can. 

Mrs. Harrie. Jean Hatten. I knew her in about the middle 1940’s 
as Communist Party member in connection with women’s work and 
knew her one time as being a member of the waterfront section of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Can you give us any identification with regard to 
address or work or anything else ? 

Mrs. Harrie. She was a secretarial worker of some description, but 
further than that I am not able to describe her. 

Winnie Sutton, who later was married and became Winnie Thomp- 
son. She was a member in the waterfront section and, as far as I know, 
was still a member when I left Seattle in 1950. I had known her in 
the late 1940’s asa member. She was also a secretarial worker and, as 
I remember, was employed in a secretarial capacity by one of the 
waterfront unions. 

Laura Wilkins was a member and dues secretary of the waterfront 
section of the Communist Party and lived in the ce ntral King County- 
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central Seattle area. She was a young Negro woman and a leader on 
the waterfront. 

Ann Ryan, later Ann Carlsen, lived in the central King County 
area, Was a member of the Communist Party in a branch in that area. 
I knew her as a member in the late 1940’s. Also Laura Wilkins was 
a member in the late 1940’s. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now these people of course that we are discussing here 
you also knew in connection with the Pacific Northwest Labor School, 
is that right? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, all of them. All of them were connected in one 
way or anot her with the Pacific Northwest Labor School. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now without going into a lengthy discussion, could 
you tell us in what way they might have been identified with the school, 
that is, the different types of work or positions with the school that 
they could have had ? 

Mrs. Harrie. They could have been sponsors of the school; they 
could h: ave been teachers: they could have been connected with one of 
the classes or activities of the school. 

Mr. Kunzic. Isee. Goahead,if you will, please. 

Mrs. Harrie. Harry Fugl—lI knew him as a member of the Com- 
munist Party in the early 1940’s. He was a member and oflicer of the 
Building Service Employees Union and lived in the north Seattle 
area. 

Ted Astley. I knew him as a member in the north King County 
Communist Party and knew him as a former teacher at the University 
of Washington—a teacher or an assistant teacher of some kind. 

John Davis—I knew him as a member in Spokane in the late 1930's 
and during the period that I had been in Seattle from 1942 to 1950. 
I knew him as a member of the Renton Highlands branch of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Fair Taylor. I knew her as a member of the district women’s com- 
mission and worked with her in that capacity. I have known her as 
being employed by the Progressive Party for a time. I believe she 
lived in the west Seattle area. 

Jean Danielson, who has already been mentioned. 

Mr. Kunzic. That was the Jean Danielson Schuddakopf whom you 
mentioned yesterday, was it not / 

Mrs. Harrie. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know this Fair Taylor by any other name, 
her married name? Does the name E groth sound f: amili ir to you 4 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes, she later marrie id and her name when I last knew 
her asa Communist Party member was Egroth. 

Mr. Kunzia. That is Fair Taylor Eeroth ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Ruth Bitterman was an officer of the North King region of the 
Communist Party and lived in north Seattle. 

Irene Hull has already been mentioned before. 

Phyl Gillette 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell his first name? 

Mrs. Harrie. P-h-y-l. I was told that he had run on a Communist 
Party ticket in the southwest Washington area some Lime in the 1930’s. 
I knew him as a member in the south Seattle area in the early 1940's 
and in about middle 1940’s. 
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Mr. Kunzig. Now your knowledge of him as a member of the Com- 
munist Party, I take it, was not what you were told but what you know 
of your own personal knowledge, is that correct 

Vrs. Harrie. What I know of my own personal association. 

Mr. Vexpr. And, Mrs. Hartle, these people whom you are now nam- 
ing were all connected with the Pacific Northwest Labor School, 
that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct ; they were all connected with it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any further information of any kind on 
this Phy! Gillette ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He lived in the south part of Seattle—not in the 
Rainier Valley area but more out toward the Boeing area 

Trudy Kirkwood lived in the north Seattle area I knew her in the 
middle and latter 1940’s as a member of the Communist Party, as 
being active in Communist Party cultural work. She was the wife 
of Mel Kirkwood at the time that I knew her. 

Mr. Kt NZIG. That is the Mel Kirkwood that was mentioned here 
vesterday, is it not ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

William Mutch, I knew him as a member and officer in the water- 
front section of the Communist Party in the middle and later 1940’s. 

Mary Salvus—I knew her as a member of the Alki branch of the 
Communist Party in west Seattle, and she lived in the Alki Point 
area. That wasin the middle and the latter 1940's. 

Edith Coley—I met her at a Communist women’s conference in the 
north King region of the Communist Party shortly before I left Seat- 
tle im 1950 

Hazel Johnson—I knew her formerly as Hazel MceCannon. I have 
worked with her in her Communist Party assignment as executive 
ecretary of the Congress of American Women. I knew her in Seat- 
tle mn the middle 1940's. 

Helen Tavernite—I knew her as a member in one of the professional 
branches of the north King area and connected with cultural work 
of the Communist Party. 

Florence Bean James 

Mr. Kunzic. How do you spell that name? 

Mrs. Harrie. B-e-a-n J-a-m-e-s. I knew her as a member of the 
Repertory branch of north King County and connected with a cultural 
work in which the Communist Party was interested. I had met with 
ler personally regarding cultural work of the Communist Party. 

Merwin Cole—He was a district board member and a district com- 
mittee member, since the time that I had known him, from 1942 until 
shortly after the middle 1940's. He lived in the north Seattle area, 
was formerly, around the middle 1940's an officer of the Building 
ag EK mployees’ Union. 

H. J. Phillips—I knew him as a member of a professional branch 
in noicti King County and knew him formerly as a teacher at the Uni- 
versity of Washington. He was a branch chairman of a branch in 
north King County. 

A. M. Ottenheimer—I knew him and met him at a meeting of the 
Repertory branch of north King County. 

Prof Harold Eby—I knew him as a member of the district board 
and district committee from 1932 until about the middle 1940’s or 
shortly after. I knew him to be a professor at the University of 
Washington. He lived inthe North Se attle area. 
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M. W. Kirkwood has already been mentioned before. 

Carl Brooks—I knew him as a district committee member; as a 
chairman for a time of the district Negro commission of the Commu- 
nist Party. He lived in the Madison distr ict. I knew him as a Com- 
munist Party leader before I came to Seattle in 1942, in the latter 
1930’s, and knew him as a Communist Party member and leader up 
until around the middle 1940’s, at which time he left this area. 

Hallie Donaldson—I knew her as a member of the Communist 
Party active in cultural work. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you spell her first name, please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. H-a-l-l-i-e. She lived in North Seattle. I knew her 
as a member from the time I came to Seattle in 1942 until I left in 
1950. I believe that she was a teacher in the public-school system. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mrs. Hartle, do you h: om any information that 
you can give this committee concerning groups or organizations that 
racked the Pacific Northwest Labor School. either with knowledge of 
it Communist activity or innocently, without knowledge of the Com- 
munist control ? 

Mrs. Harrie. There were several affiliated organizations of the 
Pacific Northwest Labor School—and this is what I know about them; 
this is my understanding of their situation 

Mr. Kunzic. What period of time are you speaking of now? 

Mrs. Harrie. I am speaking of the time of the Pacific Northwest 
Labor School. That was in the middle 1940’s—around that time and 
somewhat thereafter—at the time that they were affiliated. 

The Aeronautical Industrial District Lodge No. 751, which is often 
known as the Boeing union. According to my knowledge, there was 
no Communist influence in it, no Communist domination of this union, 
to my knowledge. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you mean that this is a situation then perhaps when 
a union innocently ‘backs this type of organization without knowing 
what it was like or without having any information about its true aim ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes; I believe that that was the case. I was quite well 
acquainted with the Communist Party influence in the aero mechanics, 
being assigned to aircraft concentration work, and I am quite certain 
there was very little Communist Party influence in it. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mrs. Hartle, how long was the Pacific Northwest Labor 
School in existence here? 

Mrs. Harrie. For several years—2 or 3 years. It had the name 
Seattle Labor School and then Pacific Northwest Labor School, but it 
was in existence for several years. 

Mr. Veupge. What years? If you can pin it down a little more 
definitely. 

Mrs. Harrie. The time of the school, as best that I can remember, 
was about the middle 1940’s and a little beyond that—without being 
able to give you the exact time of the starting and the exact time of the 
ending. 

Mr. Vewpr. Do you know whether or not it was in existence at any 
time during the period of the GI bill of rights, when students were 
allowed tuition paid by the Federal Government and the taxpayers? 

Mrs. Harrie. My memory says that it would coincide with that 
period ; yes. 

Mr. Vexpr. Do you know of any cases where a student at the school 
received benefits from the GI bill of rights to attend the school? 
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Mrs. Hartir. No; I don’t know of any such cases. 

Mr. Vevpr. There have been a number of cases throughout the 
country where the Federal Government—the taxpayers were paying 
for the education of young men, GI’s, in such schools. 

Mrs. Harrie. I have heard that mentioned in connection with such 
schools, but I have no knowledge that that practice was ever em- 
ployed or ever succeeded here. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I think the record should show that 
the Seattle Labor School was cited as an adjunct of the Communist 
Party by Attorney General Tom Clark on December 4, 1947, and that 
the Pacific Northwest Labor School, by the other name, was cited as 
communistic by Attorney General J. Howard McGrath, September 11, 
L950. 

Would you continue, please, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. The motor-coach employees—I know of no Com- 
munist Party influence in that organization. 

The Building Service E mployees Union, Local 6, was for a long 
period completely Communist-dominated. High offices have been held 
in this union by George Bradley, William K. Dobbins, Mervin Cole, 
Ward Coley, Jess Fletcher, all of whom I knew to be Communist 
Party members at the time that they held these offices. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now this union and all of these unions that you are 
discussing, you are mentioning in connection with the fact that they 
were affiliated with the Pacific Northwest Labor School; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were there any others? 

Mrs. Harrirm. The cannery workers was affiliated. It was once 
headed by Conrad Espe, whom I knew to be a Communist Party mem- 
ber. I had attended a national convention at which he was a delegate 
and to which I was a visitor in 1938. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you give us any further address or identification 
in any way of Conrad Espe? 

Mrs. Hartir. The only thing further that I know about him is that 
he was living somewhere in the area near Seattle. I haven’t seen him 
for quite a long, long time. 

To the best of my knowledge, there was no dominating influence by 
the Communist Party of the cannery-workers union at the time that I 
knew it to be affiliated with the school. 

The machinists union was also affiliated. The business agent for 
several years of the machinists union during this time was Harold 
Johnston, who was a member also of the district committee of the Com- 
munist Party of which I was a member. The Communist Party has 
always had a number of members in the machinists union. Some of 
them that I can remember are Glen Kinney, Ray Campbell, Frank 
Kerr, Gene Robel. They were members at about the time that this 
affiliation was in effect. 

Mr. Kuwnzitc. Now the only identification you have given so far as 
to these four people—Kinney, Campbell, Kerr, and Robel—is their 
connection with the machinists’ union. Is there any further identi- 
fication at all that you can assist us here with this morning? 

Mrs. Harrie. Harold Johnston lived for a time in the middle 1940’s 
and shortly after that in the Auburn area on a farm. I knew him as 
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a member of the Communist Party of the machinists’ branch and have 
attended functionaries’ meetings with him in Seattle. 

Glen Kinney lived in the central Seattle area. 

Ray Campbell lived in the Queen Anne area. 

Frank Kerr lived close to Renton. 

Gene Robel lived for awhile in Ballard and then later in Kennydale, 
Wash., near Renton. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, I would like to turn now from the Pacific 
Northwest Labor School to a different subject and question you about 
the Washington Pension Union. 

Can you ‘tell the committee, from your own personal knowledge, 
what connection the Washington Pension Union had, if any, with 
Communist activity in this area ? 

Mrs. Harrie. There was quite a lot of connection with Communist 
activity in this area between the Communist Party and the Washing- 
ton Pension Union. The Northwest district of the Communist Party 
has paid a great deal of attention to the Washington Pension Union 
for a long period of years. What to do next in the Pension Union 
has been the subject of many discussions in district board and district 
committee meetings in which I have participated between the period 
1952 to 1940, and in large district committee meetings before that in 
the latter 1930's. 

Important offices and many local offices of the Washington Pension 
Union have been held by Communist Party members, and the activities 
and policies of the Pension Union have always been supported by the 
Communist Party. 

Many issues have been brought into the Pension Union by the Com- 
munist Party and gained wide support by so doing. 

For several years prior to his death in 1953, “William J. Pennock 
was president of the Washington Pension Union, its top position, and 
I have known him as a member of the district committee in the first 
half of the 1940s. 

Mr. Kunzic. So that the record may be clear, William J. Pennock 
was a defendant with you in the Smith Act trial up until his death, is 
that right ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is right. 

The Communist Party in this district viewed the Washington Pen- 
sion Union as really its most important single front organization. It 
is called mass organization by _the Communist Party ; ; they don’t use 
the term “front organization.” They call it a “mass organization.’ 

It was the largest and most influent: al and second only to the Wash 
ington Commonwealth Federation, which was a federation of organ- 
izations. And the Washington Pension Union was an affiliate of the 
Washington Commonwealth Federation, in which the Communist 
Party likewise had a dominating influence. 

Some of the officers of the Washington Pension Union whom I have 
known as Communist Party members are : 

Mable Conrad—I knew her as a seeretary of the Washington Pen- 
sion Union and as a Communist Party me mber in the west Seattle area 
from the time I came to Seattle in 1942 until I left in 1950. To the 
best of my knowledge, she is still an officer of the Washington Pension 
Union. | 

Lorraine Hester was known to me as a Communist Party member 
from about 1947 until I left Seattle in 1950. I knew her as a member 








6096 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA 


of the Alki branch of the Communist Party in west Seattle. I have 
known her to hold an office in the Washington Pension Union. I be- 
lieve it was the position of treasurer. To the best of my knowledge 
she is still holding that position at the present time. 

Dorothy Davis was known to me as a Communist Party member 
from about 1947 until I left Seattle in 1950. She lived in the central 
Seattle area. I knew her to be an officer or an organizer for the Wash- 
ington Pension Union during the latter part of this time. 

William Cumming was for a period an organizer in the Washington 
Pension Union in about 1949. He was known to me as a member of 
the Communist Party until I left Seattle in 1950, and lived in the 
central Seattle area. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now did the Communist Party leaders in this area 
exercise a great deal of control over the activities of the Washington 
Pension Union, which control was unknown to the many men nbers of 
the W ashington Pension Union ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I am sure that the control was unknown to many of 
the Washington Pension Union members, but there is no doubt as to 
the very tight control of policies and activities of the Washington 
Pension Union by the Communist Party, and specifically by the dis- 
trict board, of which I was a member. 

Mr. Kunzie. About how many members would you say that the 
Washington Pension Union had in this period of time? 

Mrs. Harrie. My knowledge of the membership of the pension 
union is that it was reported by William J. Pennock and others in 
meetings that it had about 10,000 members. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, may IL inquire? 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Is the Washington Pension Union still a functioning 
organization / 

Mrs. Harrie. It was still functioning—well, to the best of my 
knowledge it is still functioning. If it has gone out of business, it has 
done so in the very recent few months. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you testified about the small number of Com- 
munists controlling this group, is it your desire to tell this committee 
that as many as 10,000 people, innocently duped, were being led by a 
small group of Communists ? 

Mrs. Har rz. Yes. I believe that is a correct thing tosay. By sup- 
porting the demands or the desires or the imaginary desires of pen- 
sioners for pensions, it was possible to get those people to give their 
names to, to give their support to, and their money to many, many 
other issues that were very remote from pensions but which the Com- 
munist Party was interested in. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue, please, if you have any further 
information about it? 

Mrs. Harritr. The membership of the Communist Party in the or- 
ganization was small, smaller than in most so-called mass-organization 
work. 

(At this point Mr. Scherer left the hearing room.) 

Mrs. Harriz. This was considered by the district leadership of the 
Communist Party, and by the national le: adership as well, as being evi- 
dence of very successful mass work and it was often used as an exam- 
ple of successful Communist mass work—where it didn’t take so many 
Communists in order to influence a large number of people. 
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Another person who has been an officer of the Washington Pension 
Union is Tom Rabbitt, whom I knew as a Communist from about 1943 
until I left Seattle in 1950. I knew him as a member of the district 
board for a period and as a member of the district committee in the 
earlier part of the period I have mentioned. 

Mr. Kunzia. If it lies within your knowledge, is this the same Mr. 
Rabbitt who was a member of the State Senate of the State of Wash- 
ineton 2 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is the same Mr. Rabbitt. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was he a member of the Communist Party, to your 
knowledge, at the same time that he was a State senator in the State 
of Washington ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Was that known to the people of Washington ? 

Mrs. Harrier. I think they suspected it, but I don’t think it was due 
to Mr. Rabbitt or the Communist Party : it was due to the newspapers. 

Mr. KK NZI1G., Now in your discussion of the Washineton Pension 
Union, you discussed front groups; you discussed what a front organi- 
zaticn was and explained that the Communists use the term “mass 
organization. 

I would like to turn now, if I may, to your knowledge of front work 
and have testimony from you this morning concerning fronts. 

Just what is a Communist front and how do the Communists use 
front organizations ? 

Mrs. Hirtrie. The basic Marxist-Leninist theory behind Communist- 
front work is the definition of a relation between maximum and mini- 
mum demands. In Communist Party classes it is taught that an or- 
ganization, say, like the Socialist Party is for socialism period is 
all or nothing. The Communist theory says that this is a static ap- 
proach and that socialism cannot come out of just being for socialism 
or nothing, and the Communist theory says that the road to socialism 
has to be through a series of efforts that take up immediate demands 
in which the working class or other sections of the people are inter- 
ested and understand, and from there to lead them on to a deeper un- 
derstanding of what is involved in achieving their demands. 

So the immediate demand might be a raise in wages, but the maxi- 
mum demand—and this maximum demand is set by Marxism-Lenin- 
ism, not by the workers, is socialism. Then the relation is pointed out 
that the gain of higher wages cannot be achieved and adequate wages 
cannot be achieved without putting up a struggle, and in the course of 
carrying on these struggles the Communists say that the workers will 
learn the way to get the fullest possible return from their labor is to 
have socialism, and in this way all of these minimum and maximum 
demands are connected up. 

The aim of the Communist Party in taking up these immediate de- 
mands is not to achieve the immediate demand; that is not the basic 
aim of the Communist Party—to achieve the immediate demand, but 
to organize and educate and unite the working class and its allies in 
the course of the struggle for these demands. For instance, an achieve- 
ment in the raise in wages that Communist leaders might lead in a 
union is considered a byproduct of the revolutionary movement, and 
this isthe way it is explained in basic Marxist-Leninist theory. 

Another part of this theory is that demands that are achieved with- 
out struggle are reforms and concessions by the capitalist class, and 
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it is also said by Communist theory that these concessions breed illu- 
sions in the capitalist system. This is all in Communist terminology, 
but it was explained to me in a school that I went to that if the capi- 
talist class—of course that means the employers—were to give a raise 
in wages or any other concessions without the workers and the unions 
putting up a big struggle for it—well, the workers would think, “This 


system is pretty good ; we think we will stay with it.” And this is what 
s called illusions in ¢c: apiti alism by the C ommunist P arty. 
The Communist Party in this country thinks, incix lent: ally, that the 


workers are very full of illusions, and I re: adily underst: ind now why 


they think So. 
Labor leaders who negotiate and achieve results for the union mem- 


bership without rousing up the members to a big struggle to picket 
lines or big meetings and a lot of activity are considered to be class 
collaborationists; these are people who help the ca} pitalist system keep 
90! ng Dy mak in o it aranie,. 

Mr. Cirarpy. May I inquire, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr “wi Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Then, Witness, what are you saying, in summation is 
that the Communist Party is not interested actually i in furthering the 
best. interests of the workers but rather in using the workers as a tool 
to achieve revolution eventu lly ¢ 

Mrs. Ha RTLE. The w Ly the Communist Party puts it is that these 

mediate demands must be strugeled for in order te unite, educate, 


and organize the workers and make them a force that can eventually 
take power in organized socialism, but what is gained on these imme- 
ciate demands the gains that are made—the Communist Party is 
not against those gains, if they are achieved in struggle. However, the 
Lins are merely by products of the revolutionary movement. 

Mr. ( LARDY. They | ficure that by keepin or the workers steamed up, 


iore or 1eSS, they are training the m for the ultimate moment when 
comes the revolution ? 

Mrs. Harrier. That is correct. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It is sort of the basic training, so to speak, for the final 
biow ? 


Mrs. Hartir. Strikes have been described as training schools of the 


VOrKers., 

Mr. Cuarpy. Thank you 

Mrs. Harrie. The real reason why the Communist Party takes up 
these minimum dem inds is to organize the forces for the seizure of 


power, to prepare these forces to fight. And that is basic in Marxist 
Leninist theory and is taught in the classes, is read in the books that 
are used in the classes and that are circulated by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. How would the success of this type of front work be 
me aenredt 

(At this pol nt Mr. Jackson left the hearing room. ) 

. Harrie. The success of this front work is measured a great 
deal by how ably a small number of Communists can lead and influence 
and dominate a large number of people. If it takes 1 Communist to 
lead 1 non-Communist, that is not considered very successful mass 
work; but if 1 Communist can lead 100 or 200 or 300 non-C ommunists, 
then that is considered more successful. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire a 
Mr. Veipr. Mr. Clardy. 


vain ? 
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Mr. Crarpy. It has been said repeatedly that there are approximate- 
ly 25,000 known or identified Communists in the United States. lam 
not sure that that is an accurate figure; I think it is an underestimate. 
But assuming that it is accurate, aren’t the people of this country de- 
luding themse lves when they are trying to measure the strength and 
the influence and the possibilities of the Communist Party when they 
think in terms of 25,000? In other words, should you not multiply 
that 25,000 by at least 100 or more in order to measure the acts of in- 
fluence and possibilities for harm of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes; I believe that that is still the case. It is less the 
‘ase than it was some years ago, however. 

Mr. CLARDY. Wouldn't you say that it is less the case because com- 
mittees such as this and other movements have been exposing them 
and stripping them of their coloration that disguises what they are 
trying to do? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is certainly true. 

Mr. Crarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, following the line of questioning, Mrs. Hartle, 
that was mentioned just a brief moment ago by Congressman Clardy, 
of Michigan, I would like to discuss with you and get your testimony 
on the conflict of union interests and Communist Party interests. In 
ther words, if there is a conflict, does the union interest come out on 
top or does the Communist Party interest come out on top‘ Is the 
Communist Party really interested in the workingman ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, the Communist Party, of course, says that it is 

le party of the working class, and that it has ho interest separate and 
apart. That is what it says. And that is what many people believe 
and what I believed for a considerable period of time. But a closer 
examination of how this works, being the party of the working class, 
ind what actually happens, have led me to see that this is not the 
‘ase, that the Communist Party has other objectives besides those of 
serving t he interests of the working class. 

At this point Mr. Jackson returned to the heat ng room.) 

Now, the Communist Party of the United States, or as far as J] 

know, no other real Communist Party has ever said in its theory that 


t was serving the interests of the working class of this country. They 
always say they are serv ing the interests of the working class of the 
world asa WwW hole. ot j ust of this counry. 


The Communist Party says that it wants to make its main base 
among the workers, and there is a oreat deal in the Marxist-Leninist 
works and in the current works of the Communist Party that deals 
with works among working people, especially the organized worker: 
(nd there is a great deal of discussion and planning and activity of 
the Communist Party in the trade-union fields, and work in the trade 
unions has always had a high place on the Communist agenda and 
especially since the reconstitution of the Communist Party in 1945. 

And such persons as Karley Larsen—— 

Mr. Kuwzia. Will you spell ™ it name, please ? 

Mrs. Harrir. A-a-r-l-e-y L-¢ e-n. Then William Dodd, Merwin 
Cole, Jess Fletcher, one were “the pee leaders in trade unions and 
were able to carry Communist policies to a great degree through the 
unions, were always considered very important persons by the Com 
munist Party. 
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Mr. Veupr. Mrs. Hartle, you mentioned the reconstitution of the 
Communist Party in 1945. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpe. And you referred to Earl Browder in that connection. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Verpe. I wonder if you would go into that a little more fully 
and explain to the committee the effect of the Duclos letter in the 
Pacific Northwest ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I should say first that in 1944 there was a national 
convention and district conventions. Discussion was held under the 
leadership of Earl Browder that the Communist Party be dissolved 
and that a Communist political association be set up in this country 
after World War II of course. Earl Browder gave the opinion now 
that fascism had been defeated in World War I], there was the oppor- 
tunity to have a long period of peaceful relations on a world seale and 
of peace ful deve lov ment al id progress in our country, as bet ween the 
working class : ind the capit ilist class. 

(At this point Mr. Scher ‘ returned to the he aring room. 

Mr. Vetpr. You are speaking now of Earl Browder’s deat 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes: and it was around this that the Communist 
Political Association was set up after the Communist Party was 
dissolved. 

Then Jacques Duclos, a French Communist Party leader, wrote an 
article in the theoretical organ of the Communist Party, and in this 
article—it is called the Duclos letter—this article stated that the Amer- 
ican Communist Party had gotten off the road of Marxism-Leninism, 
off the road of class struggle—accused Ear] Browder of revisionism 
of Marxism-Leninism. This letter was purportedly written to en- 
lighten the French Communist Party members. However, it was 
printed in the Daily Worker. A discussion took place around it in 
the Communist Political Association and then it developed later that 
evidently William Z. Foster had had ideas along this line, too, and 
the result of that was to reconstitute the Communist Party, dissolve 
the Communist Political Association in 1945, 

So the Communists of this country reconstituted the Communist 
Party on Marxist-Leninist lines program theory. 

Mr. Veupe. Isn’t it true, too, that the Duclos letter advocated more 
militancy in the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that was the analysis: That there could not be 
are in the world and that there could not be peace in our country, 
that the class struggle always goes on until Communists win out in a 
work : scale and you have socialism and later communism assured on 
a world scale. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. At that point I think it very appropriate that I call the 
committee’s attention to page 43 of a booklet published by the Ameri- 
can Bar Association in September 1951, in which Earl Browder is 
referred to, and I will read it, it is very brief. It is right along the 
line of the witness’ observations: ; 

What are the conditions for membership in the Communist Party? 

The conditions for membership in our party are contained in the following 


pledge read by Comrade Browder to 2,000 workers who were initiated into the 
party in the New York district in 1935. 
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“T now take my place in the ranks of the Communist Party, the party of the 
working class. I take this solemn oath to give the best that is in me to the 
service of my class. I pledge myself to spare no effort in uniting the workers 
in militant struggle against fascism and war. I pledge myself to work unspar- 
ingly in the unions, in the shops, among the unemployed, to lead the struggles 
for the daily needs of the masses. I solmenly pledge to take my place in the 
forefront of the strugle for Negro rights; against Jim-Crowism and lynching, 
against the chauvinist lies of the ruling class. I pledge myself to rally the 
masses to defend the Soviet Union, the land of victorious socialism. I pledge 
myself to remain at all times a vigilant and firm defender of the Leninist line of 
the party, the only line that insures the triumph of Soviet power in the United 
States.” 

And under that appears the following, which I quote. 


“The undersigned declares his adherence to the program and statutes of the CI 
(Communist International) and the Communist Party of the United States of 
America and agrees to submit to the discipline of the party and to engage actively 
in its work.” 

[ have two other paragraphs, Mr. Chairman, — I would like to 
read for the record at a later place in our hearing, but I call attention 

to the fact that this Communist pledge in 1935, as read by Earl Brow- 
der about 10 years before he was expelled from the Communist leader- 
‘ship in the United States, made no mention of any loyalty to the United 
States of America. There was no pledge of support of the United 
States Constitution; it all referred to support of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Jackson. Will the gentleman yield ? 

Mr. Dorie. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. In effect, it constitutes a repudiation of American 
citizenship. Is that not the case? 

Mr. Dorie. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, this has not been brought out clearly, 
and I thought perh: - we could do so at this moment. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Duclos was not speaking for Duclos; he had just come 
from Moscow and was speaking for Russian communism when he 
wrote the letter, was he not ? 

Mrs. Harrir. My knowledge of that is that Thorez had been in 
Soviet Russia, and I was told by Henry Huff in a sort of an aside that 
in regard to the Duclos letter and Duclos importance, that we should 
not forget that Thorez had been in Russia. 

Mr. Crarpy. He retreated to Russia in order to avoid service in the 
French Army and then came back and brought the message; but 
Duclos, himself, had also been to Moscow, had he not ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I don’t know that he had been there. 

Mr. Ciarpy. At any rate, whether he had or not, he was bringing 
the message of world communism from Russia and not speaking merely 
as an individual ? 

Mrs. Harrie. It was intimated to me and strongly implied, and I 
understood it that way, that Thorez who had been in Russia, was back 
in France and that the writing of this Duclos article was connected 
with Thorez coming back, and therefore the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union was behind this Duclos letter. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Just as the Daily Worker today is the telegraph system 
for all the Communists in the United States, the Duclos letter was the 
same thing for communism generally all over the world, wasn’t it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I believe that was correct, and it had that stand- 
ing. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Thank you. 
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Mr. Vevpe. Speaking of the Duclos letter just reminds me that we 
have another yellow letter here which was circulated tod: ay in thee ity 
of Seattle. It appears to be a little bit more literate than the one 
pee h we mentioned yesterday, although it is just as vicious in attack- 

ig the committee. The letter is purportedly issued by the Washing- 
ton State Labor Defense Committee, 84 Union Street, Seattle, Wash.. 
Bill Gettings, chairman. The letter purports to suggest ways and 
means by which people subpenaed before this committee can secure 
legal advice and contains this statement: 


Ask your friends and union to support you in the fight against these irresponsi- 
ble characters 


meanings members of the Un-American Activities Committee 
and to keep from being fired from your job when you refuse to be a stool pigeon. 


and I presume by that they are referring to you, Mrs. Hartle? 
Mrs. HArtTL E. No doubt. 


Mr. Veupe. Secondly, they ask if any members subpenaed need 
assistance they should feel free to call on the Labor Defense Commit- 
tee. I just want to say then that the Committee on Un-American 
Activities is not interested in any way in causing any disturbances if 
the legitimate labor unions in this area or anywhere else throughout 
the country. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. — pe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. In order that the comrades everywhere throughout 
the country may know that the comrades here in Seattle are hard at 
work, I would suggest that the communication be inserted into the 
official transcript of the record. 

Mr. Dore. I would like to second the motion. 

Mr. Veupe. Without objection, it will be ordered. 

Mr. Jackson. It would be terrible for the local Cominform to feel 
that the comrades had fallen down on the job. 


Smear and run is exactly what we can expect of the Velde Un-American Com- 
mittee when they come to Seattle for a four-day session next week. Announced 
schedule is Monday through Thursday, June 14-17, 9:30 a. m. to 5 p. m., County 
Commissioners’ Auditorium, County-City Building. 

Why is Velde bringing his TV show to Seattle at this time? 

This is an important election year, and some people in our state think our six 
Republican Congressmen deserve to be ‘retired’; a lot of trade unions think some- 
thing should be done to get jobs for their unemployed members; a large number 
of trade unions and farmers’ organizations together with leading figures in public 
life are demanding more public power, public schools, and public housing which 
all our people need, that will also supply jobs to unemployed workers. These are 
the real issues in our state—but—Harold Himmel Velde and his thought-control 
Un-American Committee agree with McCarthy that these are dangerous thoughts 
and subversive activities, and if allowed to continue, more people might get 
together and elect some congressman and legislators who will work FOR the 
people—they might even pass an Initiative to help the unemployed—they might 
even demand trade with Indochina instead of war! 

The Administration considers our State so important that Velde will be here 
in person to direct his Un-American TV production personally—crowding legit- 
imate entertainers off the air with his stable of Star Stool Pigeons and any 
additional “talent” his scouts may have dragged out of the gutters and sewers 
these past months. By past performances we can expect these professional wit- 
nesses to name more Democrats and Labor leaders as “secret Communists” and 
to say thi it organizations which fight for their members are “Communist infil- 
trated” 

In view of this we think that the signature campaign to put Initiative 196 
on the ballot in our State (to improve the Unemployment Insurance Act) is of 
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utmost importance—Now—because Init. 196 meets a genuine need, and is already 
uniting thousands of people. Getting this measure on the ballot will constitute 
a victory for the people which no amount of smearing can stop. The more they 
smear it, the more people will turn out to vote FOR it. And it is a matter of 
record that when Labor turns for an election, they elect Congressmen and Legis- 
lators who listen to labor. 


THE FIFTH AMENDMENT 


Some people may lose their jobs because they use the 5th Amendment, and 
refuse to testify because they will not be informers. Some already subpoenaed 
have issued public statements and sent letters to friends and neighbors explain- 
ing why they will use the 5th Amendment. Many others who will not be sub- 
poenaed also stand to lose by being smeared, with little opportunity to defend 
themselves (except by banding together with others in like circumstances) be- 
cause the Congress who ask the questions and the stool pigeons who say what 
they're paid to say are the only ones who enjoy parliamentary immunity in 
this fiasco! 

To date some 20 or more trade unionists, and about the same number of busi- 
ness and professional people have been subpoenaed. We are not at liberty to 
publicize the names of all whom we know have been subpoenaed, but we can say 
that to our knowledge, no officer of any union has been subpoenaed to date. This 
is obviously a deliberate trick of the Un-American Committee who hope to lull 
the trade unions most concerned into being quiet until the last minute when it 
will be more difficult to arouse the union membership to the kind of demonstra- 
tion that will put these bums on the run. 

Some serious thought must be given to these questions in the next few days 
so that we will all start to MOVE—in the same direction. 

We suggest : 

1. If subpoenaed—now or later—immediately consult an attorney. Do not 
allow yourself to be subpoenaed from your job or home to the hearings without 
legal advice. Do not go into any closed sessions without your attorney. Ask 
your friends and union to support you in the fight against these irresponsible 
characters, and to keep from being fired from your job when you refuse to be a 
stool pigeon; remember it is not a disgrace, but an honor to be attacked by these 
Uin-Americans. ‘ 

2. If you need assistance, please feel free to call on Labor’s Defense Com- 
mittee. 

Issued by: Washington State Labor Defense Commitee, 

84 Union Street, 

Seattle, Wash., Bill Gettings, Chairman. 

BG/j. 

Attention to letter. 


(At this point Mr. Velde left the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, yesteday I mentioned that I had a copy 
of a news release issued by Walter P. Reuther, president of the na- 
tional UAW-CIO, and in view of this yellow sheet coming in this 
morning from alleged laboring men, it seems appropriate to read a 
small portion thereof to you. I wish to state that this news release 
by Mr. Reuther came into my possession when I was sitting as a mem- 
ber of the subcommittee in Flint, Mich., several weeks ago. It reads 
as follows: 


We have no quarrel with the professed purposes of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. Each witness appearing before these committees must 
of course make his own individual decision as to the course of action which he 
will follow in his testimony. This is a matter of individual conscience and judg- 
ment. However, we in UAW-CIO sincerely urge every witness called before the 
House Un-American Activities Committee, if it is at all possible to do so, to 
avoid using the fifth amendment. Protecting the good name and reputation of 
innocent people and their families does not absolve the former Communist from 
his patriotic duty as a citizen to testify fully of his firsthand knowledge of the 
names and activities of any Communist Party functionary, of any illegal activ- 
ities, or any evidence of conspiracy to overthrow the Government by force or 
violence, or evidence of a nature which would serve to strengthen the security 
of our Nation, while at the same time refusing to testify in any matter in which 
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he has no direct firsthand knowledge or any matter which has happened so far 
in the past that his memory cannot be relied upon with any degree of accuracy. 
We, the UAW-CIO, believe that this is the hour when America needs to take 
inventory and we dedicate ourselves to the basic principles and values which 
have been the source of our greatness, UAW-CIO, through years of practical 
experience and the forefront of fighting against communism, fully recognizes 
and understands the danger of the Communist world conspiracy. We support 
and shall continue to support every effort of our Government to meet this threat 
We shall, however, resist every effort on the part of any apostle of fear, hatred, 
or hysteria, who would try to destroy the very freedom that we are dedicated to 
preserve. As a free people you must demonstrate the courage and good sense to 
resist the use of Communist and totalitarian methods under the guise of fighting 
communism—et cetera. 

I have not read all of that, Mr. Chairman, because it is manifestly 
too long at this point, but I did think it was appropriate in view of 
this sheet distributed by a handful of alleged members of some branch 
of labor that the community knows of this declaration by Mr. Reuther. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you very much, I think it is quite obvious 
from the communications which the committee has received here and 
elsewhere that the vast majority of labor in the United States stands 
solidly behind the committee and the work that it is doing. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, I just want to pick up one further point 
in regard to the Duclos letter which you were talking about a few 
minutes ago. I should assume that the Duclos letter, along with cer 
tain other points, might be called principal milestones in the course of 
the history of the American Communist Party. Iam referring to such 
milestones as the Nazi-Soviet nonaggression pact and the outbreak of 
war in Korea, for example. Here is what I want to ask you. Is it 
safe to say that anyone who remained in the party through these 
major milestones along the w: ay of his story can be considered to be 
hard-core dedicated Communists ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I think that that can be said. I think that one 
should take notice of the fact, though, that I went through all those 
periods and was probably quite far above the average dedicated Com- 
munist, but I am not one any longer, and that there are many people 
even who have gone through these periods, and who may, through one 
event or another, have been able to see objectively what the Commu- 
nist Party. really is and be able to break away. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, in that connection, I think that it should 
be stated again, as it has frequently been stated during committee 
hearings, that the committee urges any former Communist who has 
broken with the party to come forward voluntarily to testify. Dur- 
ing the hearings that were conducted by Mr. Doyle and by the 
presently acting chairman in San Diego several months ago, for the 
first time, I believe, four former Communists came to the hearing 
voluntarily, their testimony was received by the committee, and I 
think added consider: ably to the sum total of the knowledge now 
possessed by the committee as to the objectives and the goals of the 
Communist conspiracy. I am sure that all of the committee members 
would want to urge at this time that any former Communists who m: ay 
be listening or watching these broadcasts come forward and give what- 
ever testimony they can. They can be assured, I am certain, of a 
courteous and fair hearing, and it is certs uinly not the intent of the 
committee to persecute anyone in any way who desires to give such 
testimony. 
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Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now I will return to the subject we were discussing 
a while back, the conflict of union interests and Communist Party 
interests. 

Especially since this reconstitution that you have talked about of 
the Communist Party, has there been any further emphasis of this type 
of interest, this type of putting the party over union interests ? , 

Mrs. Harrie. Since the reconstitution, especially, the Communist 
Party has emphasized its interest in working people and in labor or- 
ganizations through its concentration policy, to which the whole Com- 
munist Party was organized and geared in this area. The aim of the 
Communist Party, through this concentration policy, was to gain a 
strong foothold in the basic industries, especialy lumber, marine, and 
aircraft in this area. And this was the major objective of the Com- 
munist Party in this district up to the time that I left Seattle in 1950. 
So that I think that it becomes clear that the Communist Party’s in- 
volvement with labor organizations is on a different pattern and with 
a different perspective than just helping trade-union members gain 
their trade-union rights; it has a definite organized concentration pro- 
gram of its own—a perspective of its own. 

One of the things that I would like to bring out is that the Commn- 
nist Party, when it says that it is the party of the working class, in its 
basic theory doesn’t say that the Communist Party of the United States 
is the Communist Party of the working class in the United States. In 
the basic theory, it is made clear that the Communist Party and 
the Communist movement is basing itself on the entire world working 
class, which of course it is very easy to analyze—that it fits in with the 
idea of an international conspiracy and seizure of power on a whole- 
world scale, but that is the way the Communist terminology goes in 
order to sell itself through its members to the working people. 

The interests of any of the working class, if you use the term “class” 
of any particular country has to be subordinated to the interests of 
the world working class asa whole. It says in Communist theory—— 

(At this point Mr. Velde returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. Kunzia. So that if the power of the leaders of communism 
emanated from Russia, they could subordinate the interests of Ameri- 
can workers to the interests of Russian workers, is that right? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is exactly how it would work out in practice, 
and when I say that I discovered that, that is the practice that I don’t 
agree with. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire? 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Isn’t that the thing that makes the Communist Party 
such a grave danger to this country, then, that is, to be a dedicated 
Communist you have to be, in effect, a traitor to your own country ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And owe your allegiance to Russia ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is absolutely true. 

Mr. Doytz. Mr. Chairman, at this point may I interrupt? 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Doyle. 

(At this point Mr. Velde left the hearing room.) . 

Mr. Doytr. May I interrupt for the purpose of getting into the 
record a quotation from Mr. Lenin on that point, as set forth on page 
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11 of this booklet by the American Bar Association, which I earlier 
quoted from. It reads: 

Hence, the victory of socialism is possible, first in a few or even in one single 
capitalist country taken separately. The victorious proletariat of that country, 
having expropriated the capitalists and organized its own socialist production, 
would rise against the rest of the capitalist world, attract to itself the oppressed 
classes of other countries, raise revolts among them against the capitalists and 
in the event of necessity come out even with armed force against the exploiting 
classes and their states. 

Mr. Jackson. The fact that Mr. Doyle reads this quote from the 
document of the American Bar Association should carry no connota- 
tion, Mr. Doyle being a distinguished member of that great profession. 

Mr. Doytr. I am very glad that I am a member of that great profes- 
sion. So that there will be no misunderstanding, Mr. Jackson, this 
booklet of the American Bar Association from which I read, is their 
brief on communism, Marxism, and Leninism, purposes, objectives 
and practices, and as a result of a special committee of the American 
Bar Association, which committee made a study of the subject of 
Marxism and communism and Leninism. In being a member of the 
California bar and the bar of the Supreme Court, I naturally am glad 
to refer to this booklet for authority. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Crarpy. Of course, Mr. Chairman, that is not to say that our 
profession, the legal profession, of which Mr. Doyle and I and other 
members are a part, does not have its Communists also, as you know. 
There is one organization that is now wrestling with the Attorney Gen- 
eral because of that fact. It is too bad, but there it is. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank God there are very few of them. 

Mr. Criarpy. That is right, and I hope we can arrange to have fewer. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would it be correct to say that in Communist theory 
the starting point is that a union’s interests must be the interests of 
the working class if they are not to be in conflict with the Communist 
Party’s interests ? 

Mrs. Hartie. The world working class. It is not just in the interests 
of the American working class. 

I might say it this way. If this particular union has a program and 
if that program is in the interests of the members of that union, that 
is not enough. If it is in the interests of the working people of the 
whole country, that is not enough. It has to be in the interests of the 
world working class. And if there is anything that that union does 
that is in conflict with the interests of the whole world working class, 
it will be in conflict with Communist interests. 

Mr. Criarpy. Aren’t you there using the term “world working class” 
a little bit out of place? Don’t you really mean the Communist Party 
on a worldwide basis? They have no real interest in the working 
people, as such, anywhere at any time, do they? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, no, you are quite correct. That is true. But 
that is the terminology of the Communist Party by which it sells itself 
in a very subtle propaganda effort, not only to people generally, but to 
its own members and, unfortunately, to some of its readers, even, like 
myself. 

(At this point Mr. Velde returned to the hearing room.) 
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Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue, please, where you left off, I be- 
lieve, in your testimony concer Minature onflict of union interests versus 
Communist Party interests ? 

Mrs. Harrie. There would be a conflict in union interests and party 
interests if a union were to exclude Communists from their union or 
from positions of leadership in the union, or if the union were to ex- 
press its opinion in any way in disagreement with Soviet Russia; or 
were to express an opinion on any number of issues in conflict with 
Communist Party policies—then there would be that conflict of union 
interests and Communist interests 

I think the best way to explain that is the way to eliminate any 
conflict of union interests and Communist Party interests is to have 
the Communist Party completely dominate the union, officers, policies 
and all, and that is the way to resolve the conflict. 

Mr. Kunzic. And that is what the Communist Party would like to 
have in all unions, if they could, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that is what they would like to have. 

Mr. Kunzie. Before turning to specific instances of conflict, Mr. 
Chairman, I should lke to recommend a recess. 

Mr. Vetir. The committee will be in recess for 15 minutes at this 
point. 

(Whereupon, at 10:25 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 10:40 a. m.) 

(Whereupon, at 10:48 a. m., the hearing was reconvened. ) 

Mr. Vetpe. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpge. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, I have in my hand this yellow sheet 
which you received this morning, similar to the one which we received 
yesterday, this one being signed in typewriting by the Washington 
State Labor Defense Committee, 84 Union Street, Seattle, Wash., Bill 
Gettings, chairman. I think it is significant that among other things, 
he says: 

We are not at liberty to publicize the names of all whom we know have been 
subpenaed, but we can say that to our knowledge no officer of any union has 
been subpenaed to date. This is obviously a deliberate trick of the Un-American 
Committee to hope to lull the trade unions most concerned into being quiet until 
the last minute, when it will be more difficult to arouse the union membership to 
the kind of demonstration that will put these bums on the run. 

I read that, Mr. Chairman, because on its face it is so ridiculous as 
of course not to be worthy of vigorous consideration, but it also should 
be significant that this committee now in its second day of hearings 
has not subpenaed any union officer. That, in itself, should indicate 
how false it is, and that this House Un-American Committee is not try- 
ing to hurt or harm any functioning of any legitimate labor union. 

Mr. Vetpr. Thank you for that observation. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Mrs. Hartle, earlier this morning you mentioned the 
name of Karly Larsen which is, of course, a very well-known name 
in this area. He was acquitted in the Smith Act trial, was one of 
those defendants in the trial. It was repeatedly asserted, I remember, 
through his attorney, I believe, that he had left the Communist Party 
in 1946. I would like to ask you to give the committee the benefit of 
your knowledge as fully as you can concerning Karley Larsen and his 
activities in the Communist Party. 
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(At this point Mr. Doyle left the hearing room.) 

Mrs. Harrie. I have know Karley Larsen as a member of the dis- 
trict committee of the Communist Party from the time I came to 
Seattle in 1942, until the time I was sent underground in July 1950, 
and I have met with him in many district committee meetings through- 
out this period. 

I also knew him.as a member of the district board when I left 
Seattle, and that is the district executive board, and I recall him as 
being a continuous member of the district board from 1945 until 
July 1950. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, then if Karley Larsen were to make the 
statement that he left the Communist Party in 1946, I put it to you 
clearly and plainly, is that statement a lie ? 

Mrs. Harte. Yes, that is a lie. 

Mr. Kunzic. To your own personal knowledge, it is a lie? 

Mrs. Harrix. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veiner. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Was he an active member of the party when you 
went underground in 1950 ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, he was an active member of the party and a mem- 
ber of the district board of which I was also a member at the time 
that I went underground in 1950. 

Mr. Scuerer. In other words he did not leave the party in 1950. 
You lost contact with him merely because you went underground; 
is that correct ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Because I went underground. 

Mr. Scuerer. But at the time you left he was still an active mem- 
ber of the party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie Would you continue, please Mrs. Hartle, in your testi- 
mony concerning Karley Larsen ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I have know Kar ley Larsen as a leading Communist 
Political Association and Communist Party figure in lumber and a 
leading Communist Party trade unionist. He was a president of dis- 
trict 2 and an international officer of the International Woodworkers 
of America during the time that I knew him as a Communist Party 
leader. 

I also knew that he was an officer of the Progressive Party of Wash- 
ington during the time that I knew him as a Communist Party leader. 

Mr. Scuerer. May | interrupt again, Mr. Chairman ! 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerrr. Mr. ¢ ‘ounsel, do you know or does the witness know 
whether Larsen testified at his hearing ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. He did not testify. 

Mr. Scurrer. Were witnesses produced that said that he left the 
party in 1945? 

Mr. Kunzic. To my understanding, of course, I was not present, 
Mr. Scherer, but I believe the counsel for Mr. Larsen repeatedly 
asserted that he left the party in 1946, 

Is there any further testimony, or have you cone luded your testimony 
concerning Karle »y Larsen. 

Mrs. Harrie. I did want to mention one more thing, and that was 
after I left Seattle to go underground, shortly after that, I returned 
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to Seattle one evening and met with Karley Larsen in a car regarding 
Communist Party business. Some discussion was held about how the 
Communist Party should function. This meeting was arranged with 
me through the directives of Henry Huff, chairman of the Communist 
Party of Washington. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you tell us when this meeting took place, roughly ? 

Mrs. Harrur. It was the latter part of 1950. 

Later, Henry Huff informed me that a district convention had been 
held at the end of 1950, and he told me that this convention had been 
held and that I had been elected to the district committee at this con 
vention. I was informed after it was held that I had been elected, 
and that my name had not been used but that I had been described 
in such a fashion that the de ‘legates there would know who was referred 
to and the word “waitress” was used in connection with me, so the 
delegates would know who I was. 

Also, Henry Huff told me that Larsen was also elected to that dis 
trict committee, and that the name Mr. Wood was used in describing 
him so the delegates would know who he was, in being elected to the 
district committee. 

I was not present at that convention, but that is what Henry Hufl 
told me. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you say that the fact that you were referred to 
as a waitress, and that the word “Wood” was used, as you have Pe st 
testified—would you explain this a little further on that subject, 
to why that ws as used, how that was meant by the party 2 

Mrs. Harrie. How that was meant was that it.was a sec urity meas- 
ure of the Communist Party to make sure that no FBI agent could 
ever find out who were members of the district committee, and by 
describing people in these terms it would also make it impossible to 
testify as to who was res ally elected because there could be a lot of 
waitresses, there could be a lot of Mr. Woods. However, Huff made 
it clear to me who was meant by this. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mrs. Hartle, let us turn back to what we were 
discussing before the break, the conflict of union interests and Commu- 
nist Party interests, and I said I was going to ask you questions con- 
cerning specific instances of conflict that may be known to you. 

Could you give us the benefit of your knowledge and specific 
instances of conflicts of union interests versus Communist Party 
interests ? 

Mrs. Hartie. The main conflict between union interests and that 
of the Communist Party takes place around the question of how to 
solve union problems. And inasmuch as the unions and their mem- 
bers do not have the objective of overthrowing our form of govern- 
ment but want to achieve their results within our governmental 
framework, they will seek to gain their results with a minimum of 
disturbance necessary in order to achieve what they consider to be 
their just and necessary demands. The Communists, though, on the 
contrary, are not so much interested in the result as in the method used 
to achieve them, and they will attempt to present the demands and 
organize the fight for them in such a manner as to involve the greatest 
possible amount of activity of the members, and to have this activity 
reach the higest possible militancy. 
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For example, in Spokane 1 in about 1936, while I was in the Commu- 
nist Party there, the Communist Party had some contact with union 
leaders in a certain union, and it was learned that the leaders in this 
local felt that they could negotiate for their demands with the com- 
pany; but the advice of the Communists was to convince the workers 
to go on strike and to get the whole labor movement involved in sup- 
porting the strike and to work for public approval of their demands 
in strikes; in other words, to achieve their demands by more militant 
action than a settlement over the table between union leaders and 
company representatives. 

At this point Mr. Doyle returned to the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. Even if this settlement was to the great advantage of 
the laboring man, that is not what the party w anted, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is correct. That is considered just a concession, 
and working over the table and getting results is considered class 
collaboration, and that is a big term in the Communist Party theory. 

It was explained to these union leaders by the Communists that it 
would be a great help to the labor movement and it would make it 
easier for other unions to get their demands, and so forth, if they 
would put on more of a struggle instead of negotiating. 

However, in the Communist circles, the analysis was that the strikes 
teach the workers how and whom to fight, educate them that when 
they reach the point that they themselves want socialism, they will be 
already tr: inal in how to fight for it. And of course they learn how 
to fight for socialism in the course of fighting for minimum demands. 
The Communist Party constantly says that sooner or later the workers 
themselves will want socialism and it will be mighty handy if they 
know how to fight for it when the times comes that they see they 
want it. 

(At this point Mr. Jackson left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know of any instance involving the Teamsters’ 
Union along the lines that you have just been disc ussing ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I remember quite a striking incident involving the 
Teamsters’ Union in Spokane, too. The Teamsters’ Union was on 
strike against the Davenport Hotel in Spokane, and this strike was 
supported by the Central Labor Council of Spokane, and a regular 
picket line was put on by the Teamsters’ Union on the Davenport 
Hotel, but the Communists there worked for a mass picket line. They 
tried to prevail on the teamsters to have hundreds of persons partici- 
pating in the picket line. All their own members and to get public 
support to it, but the Central Labor Council and the Teamsters’ Union 
did not adopt this policy of trying to get a mass picket line. 

However, the Communists were not satisfied when they could not 
convince the Teamsters’ Union to do this; they decided to get at it in 
another way, and they used their influence in the Workers’ Alliance 
to send a large delegation to participate in this picket line, and the 
delegation, of which I was a part, came up to the Davenport Hotel 
to try to join the picket line, and the officers of the Teamsters’ Union, 
who were there with the picket line and on it, said that they didn’t 
want to have us there, that we should go away, they didn’t need us or 
want us on this picket line; so the answer of the Communists was, in 
which I participated, that they must want to lose the strike; they were 
selling out their workers and trying to lose the strike or they wouldn't 
turn down this he Ip on their picket line. 
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Mr. Scuerer. May I interrupt, please / 

Mr. Kunzic. What year was this ? 

Mrs. Harrie. It was in the middle 1930s. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Do you have any further ex: ample of this area of con- 
flict of union and Communist Party interests 

Mrs. Harrie. I can think of another ex: mple, and it is in a different 
field. 

Mr. Kunzic. What field is it in? 

Mrs. Harrie. It is in the field of legislation and candidates in public 
office. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell us your knowledge in that field, please / 

Mrs. Harte. There is a bigger area of conflict here and there has 
been in the State of Washington, and it has been around the question 
of getting union support to politic al candidates that did not represent 
the union's basic philosophy toward our Government, basic attitudes 
toward our Government. 

A Communist like Hugh DeLacy, Tom Rabbitt, or others 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Hugh DeLacy to be a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you describe how and when you knew Hugh 
DeLacy to be a member of the Communist Party / 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew Hugh DeLacy as a member of the Communist 
Party from the time I came to Se: attle until just before the middle 
1940’s. I knew him as a member of the district legislative committee 
which had joint meetings with the district board in the early 1940's. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you know of your own personal knowledge whether 
he was a member of the Communist P arty when he was a Member of 
the House of Representatives of the U nited States C ongress ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I am sure that he was. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was that known to the people of this State? 

Mrs. Harrier. No, I don’t believe it was. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was he a member of the underground at that time, 
or an open member of the party ? 

Mrs. Hartie. He was a member at large. 

Mr. Scuerer. What does that mean? Tell us. 

Mrs. Harrie. It is an individually attached member to some oflicer 
or other member of the Communist Party for the purpose of conceal- 
ment of membership. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Is there any other testimony that you wish to give 
about Hugh DeLacy at this moment ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Not that I can think of. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, you mentioned also Tom Rabbitt, the senator 
whom you mentioned a moment ago, the State senator. Would you 
continue, please ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Tom Rabbitt was a State senator. 

Do you wish me to give you more about Tom Rabbitt ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes, please. 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew him as a member of the Communist Party 
from the time that I came to Seattle in 1942 until I left in 1950. J 
knew him as a member of the district committee during a considerable 
part of this time and as a member of the district board of the Com- 
munist Party for one part of this time. 
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Mr. Scurrer. Was he an open member or a member at large, as you 
have just described a member at large to be? 

Mrs. Harrie. He is not an open ‘member—not an open member. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was he a member at large? 

Mrs. Hartie. At one time he was a member at large and at another 
time a member of the branch that was a sort of branch at large on its 
own. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was he a member at the time you went underground 
in 1950, or don’t you know? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, to the best of my knowledge, he was. 

Mr. Verpr. And what occupation did he have other than politics? 

Mrs. Harrie. I don’t know what other occupation he had. He was 
an officer, a paid officer in the Progressive Party for a while, and he had 
been in other similar jobs. I don’t know of any other line of work 
except being an organizer for this kind of work. 

Mr. Scuerer. When was he State senator, Mrs. Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrie. I don’t recall the exact year that he was State senator. 

Mr. Scuerer. Approximately how long ago was it? 

Mrs. Harrie. It was right around the beginning of the 1940’s—late 
1930’s and early 1940’s. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hartle, you started a sentence saying that a Com- 
munist like Hugh DeLacy, Tom Rabbitt, or others- then you were 
interrupted. Would you comment and finish that thought that you 
had? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. Such candidates masquerading as Democrats, 
that is, running on the Democratic ticket would get support on the 
basis—from unions they would get support on the basis of supporting 
certain union measures and gain the political support, endorsement, 
and sometimes financial support. However, if elected, they would go 
into office to further the policies of the Communist Party and to work 
on the policies of the Communist Party that it was interested in. Many 
times when such policies became known to the union they were rejected 
by them. 

Mr. Kouwnzic. Now, Mrs. Hartle, in this country we always say that 
people can stand on their own feet and work at any political party or 
interest they wish and you would think that the Communists might 
put forth and they do put forth their candidates to fight for election, 
probably as it is done i i our democratic system. How could the Com- 
munists justify this concealment of Communist Party membership ? 

Mrs. Harrie. This concealment is explained by the Communist 

Party as being justifiable on the ground that the workers are not fully 
aware of their own interests, and are not fully aware of how to fight 
for their own interests, and the promise is made that when the workers 
get to know all about the Communist Party they will highly approve 
of it and give the support without concealment. This is the line of 
the Communist Party. All this is done in the best interests of the 
workers and the people, and later on when they find out all about the 
Communist Party and fully understand all its theory, they will be 
mighty happy that they have been fooled this way and that is very 
important. 

Mr. Crarvy. Hitler used the same general idea in Germany, didn’t 
he? He knew best what was good for the pe ople, better than they did. 

Mrs. Harrie. The end justifies the means is an argument that is very 
regularly used in the Communist Party—the end justifies the means. 
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Mr. Kuwnzie. I think this morning you are giving the people an 
opportunity of learning just what the Communist Party means. 

Mrs. Harriz. My own — is that the American workers and 
trade- union members will reject any such manipulating around with 
their destinies and interests, and I certainly advise them to stay out 
of the Communist Party, and to keep the Communist Party out of 
the unions. 

Mr. Scurrer. And the more knowledge they have of the operation 
of the party, as you are telling us about it here today, the sooner will 
be that rejection and the more effective will be that rejection, will it 
not ? 

Mrs. Harte. I believe that that is exactly what will happen—the 
more knowledge that organized labor has about the Communist Party, 
the less they will care to have anything to do with it. 

Mr. Scuerer. And they will be able to recognize it as it attempts 
to operate within the union. 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. I would like to turn now, Mrs. Hartle, to a different 
subject and a very vital subject, a very important subject in the country 
today and always, and that is the subject of how successful Communist 
Party infiltration has been, if any, in the field of religion, amongst the 
clergy, I mean, and the ministers in the area in which you are familiar. 
Could we discuss now for a brief period of time in your testimony this 
field of religion, and would you give the committee the benefit of your 
knowledge on this subject ? 

Mrs. Hartix. Yes. What I have to give to the question of religion 
is really not so much practical or practice, as it is theory. 

The reason for that is that the Communist Party position and 
activities in the field of religion are very, very small and have a quite 
different nature than from say, the trade-union field. 

In the theory of the Communist Party, dialectical materialism is 
the world concept of Marxism-Leninism. That is the world concept, 
and it is considered to be scientific, superior to any other explanation 
of the world that has ever been developed, superior to all religions and 
all philosophies. It contends that matter is real and that spirit, 
though its ideas are forms of matter—the brain is defined as the organ 
of thought—and ideas of any kind, including religious ideas are forms 
of matter, according to this dialectical materialism. 

But it is also pointed out that not all ideas are right; some ideas 
are wrong and do not correspond with reality. 

I have not been able to solve that one and explain it to anybody, not 
even while I was a Communist. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mrs. Hartle, I do not want you to go into a long, detailed 
explanation of dialectical materialism. We might be here for the 
next 6 months. But could you explain generally whether the theory 
of dialectical materialism is similar in any respect, at least, to 
atheism ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; it is similar in many respects in that it does not 
recognize a supreme being of any kind. But it has a great deal more 
tacked on to it that makes it dissimilar. 

Mr. Scuerer. I would really be interested in hearing what she has 
tosay. Sheisdoing so well. 

Mr. Verne. All right, if you want to say a few more words about this 
concept that the Communists preach on dialectical materialism, I 
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think it would be interesting to the committee. We have had quite 
a little testimony on it. 

(At this point Mr. Jackson returned to the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. You have been on this committee so much longer, Mr. 
Chairman. I am just a freshman and I would like to be educated, 
myself, 

Mr. Vexpe. All right; if you will proc eed, please. 

Mrs. Harrier. According to the Communist theory, historical ma- 
terialism is dialectical materialism applied to the sphere of social sci- 
ence, to the history of the world in which we live, and dialectical mate- 
rialism is not considered to be ordinary materialism; it is a material- 
ism that is based on the idea that the only constant thing in the world 
is change, and this dialectical materialism is made up of Philosopher 
Hegel—part from the philosopher, Hegel, and part from the philos- 
opher, Feuerbach, and it is quite an involved matter, I assure you. 

And I believe that you could talk about it for quite a long time. It 
is awfully hard to understand. It takes you a long time to master 
that. 

Mr. Doytr. May I interrupt at that point, Mr. Chairman, to ask : 
blunt question ? 

Mr. Vexpp. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytex. In the philosophy of the dialectical materialism of the 
Communist Party in the United States, what place is there for a divine 
being or God or a supreme being, or whatever you want to call it? 

Mrs. Harter. There is none. 

Mr. Dore. There is what ? 

Mrs. Hartie. There is no place for a supreme being or for God. 

Mr. Dorie. Do I understand that a man or woman in order to be 
a faithful Communist has to eliminate the possibility of there being 
a supreme being ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No, no. 

Mr. Dorie. Did I shape my question so as to confuse you? I didn’t 
mean to. 

Mrs. Harrie. No; it doesn’t confuse me. It is that the Communist 
Party’s position on the whole thing is quite confusing and quite de- 
ceptive. The Communist Party’s position is that religious ideas 
and sentiment should not be combated head on, but that people, as 
people learn about dialectical and historical materialism as they come 
into the party and as they learn about this scientific theory, they will 
supplant any harmful ideas that they have brought with them, any 
incorrect ideas; and it is not a head-on combating of religion in thee 
Communist Party. There is no direct campaign for the spread of 
atheism in the Communist Party in the United States—no campaign 
for agnosticism. Any strong expressions along this line, strong atheist 
expressions are considered leftist—leftish—and that is the attitude of 
the Communist Party and the way it practices in the United States 
of America. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t the reason for this that the Communists ex- 
perienced early in Russia that the religious ideals were so imbedded 
in the minds and hearts of people that they couldn’t combat them 
head on? Therefore they learned that lesson, as I say, early, and have 
not opposed outwardly the religious beliefs of individuals because 
they may reject communism if they did? And as you point out, if 
they understand dialectical materialism, they will eventually lose 
their present religious beliefs. 
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Mrs. Harrie. I was never told or never read in the Communist 
Party why this change of attitude was different in the Communist 
Party of the U. S. A. I had my own opinions on this subject. I 
thought they were correct Communist opinions—that in old Russia 
there was a state church and that this was an oppressive church, and 
that when Lenin and the other Bolshevik leaders were berating the 
church over there they weren’t berating it so much for the religion part 
of it as for the oppressive part of it. That is what I believed as a 
Communist. 

And that in this country, since there is no state church, since there is 
no religious oppression in our country, since there is religious freedom 
in our country, the Communist Party doesn’t have to fight on this 
ground. 

That was more or less the understanding that I had as a Communist. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Lenin himself was very blunt on the question of re- 
ligion, wasn’t he? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is true. 

Mr. Jackson. Lenin set forth that the spread of atheism must be 
their chief task. While that may not have been the practice as far as 
the party of the United States was concerned, that certainly would 
have been the doctrine of any dedicated Marxist, would it not? 

Mrs. Harrie. Those words of Lenin are read by anyone attempting 
to master the theory of Marxism-Leninism. Sooner or later you come 
across them some place. 

Mr. Jackson. And in due course that would become a part of the 
philosophy or doctrine of a dedicated Marxist, would it not, if he took 
up the works of Lenin as his guide, as his general directive? It would 
seem to me that the words in themselves are unmistakable as to the 
intent of Lenin and the subsequent leaders of the Communist state 
with reference to religion generally. 

Mr. Scurrer. But wasn’t the Communist Party smart enough, Mr. 
Jackson, in the United States, to realize that they couldn’t possibly sell, 
because as she said, we had religious freedom in this country—couldn’t 
sell the masses on that doctrine of Lenin? 

Mr. Jackson. I think that is entirely possible. 

Mr. Scuerer. And they avoided a head-on clash with the re ‘ligious 
ideas of people in this country. 

Mrs. Harrie. That is the only explanation that I could possibly 
find as a Communist—was when Lenin and Marx talked about religion 
being the opium of the people and then to read what the Communist 
Party of the United States has to say and what I have been taught in 
school, the only way that I could figure it out was using a little of this 
dialectic. 

You know every situation is different in every ry be et cetera, 
et cetera, and what was really needed very badly i 1 Russia was not 
needed so badly over here. 

Mr. Scuerer. Rather than clash head on with the religious teach- 
mgs of the people, they attempted by this dialectical materialism to 
neutralize the effect of religion upon the masses in this country ? 

Mrs. Harte. That is correct. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. They at least don’t try to teach their members that 
they should be religious and go to church and should regard religion 
assomething important? They don’t do that, do they ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. No; the Communist Party worries very little about 
your ability to get to church, because the most important meetings 
and conferences always take place on Sunday, usually beginning at 
10 a. m. and lasting until almost any time in the evening; so that the 
Communist Party worries very little about your being able to go to 
church or to meditate or for workers even to rest on Sunday. 

Mr. Jackson. During church hours is the time when the faithful 
are out peddling the Sunday Worker, isn’t it ? 

Mrs. Harrie. It used to be Red Sunday in the early 1930’s—Red 
Sunday is going out with Red literature. That practice has been 
somewhat abandoned. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, could you give us further information 
now on the Communist Party of the United States of America’s posi- 
tion in this field of religion ? 

Mrs. Harrie. People with religious beliefs may be and are recruited 
into the Communist Party, and they may retain their ideas for them- 
selves as long as they do not evince themselves in any anti-Communist 





expressions. 

believe I have covered that religion, being the opium of the people, 
is always explained as pertaining to the situation of the Russian state 
church, the Greek Orthodox Church, and this makes it sound very 
strange to people and they can easily understand why Lenin opposed 
this strange-sounding church. 

I have never heard a Communist combat the statement that com- 
munism is Christianity in practice, and that statement is often made 
by people. 

But according to fundamental Communist theory, this is not cor- 
rect ; it is not correct, according to Communist theory, that communism 
is Christianity in practice. 

(At this point Mr. Velde left the hearing room. ) 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party contends there is freedom of 
religion in Soviet Russia and that along with this freedom is also the 
freedom to be nonbelievers. That is the way it is explained in the 
Communist Party in the United States of America. 

Now once in a while the question is put that there are big campaigns 
for atheism in Soviet Russia. But in the Communist Party no one 
talks about these campaigns. That is just reactionary propaganda 
that any such campaigns are taking place. 

But the Communist Party does say that there is freedom of religion 
in Soviet Russia and there is freedom not to believe—it is freedom all 
the way around. That is the Communist Party of the United States 
of America’s position. 

Mr. Scuerer. They have avoided, for the reasons we have been talk- 
ing about, a frontal assault upon the church ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is exactly correct. There‘is no frontal assault 
on the church or religion. 

Mr. Scuerer. The attempt is to infiltrate and, as I said before, neu- 
tralize the effect of religion on the masses? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is true. And I believe that many people can be 
successfully deceived by this deceptive method. 
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Mr. Scuerer. And there is no frontal assault upon the church be- 
cause they understand, the Communist conspiracy is smart enough to 
understand, that they cannot succeed at the present moment with a 
frontal assault upon the church. If they felt that they could succeed, 
then there would be this frontal assault upon the church, as there was 
in the early days in Russia—the persecution of the priests, the burn- 
ing and destruction of church property ; that did not succeed in Russia, 
so they tried in the indirect method, as I understand it. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. All of the reasons for it I am really not able to 
give, but I do know that this is what the Communist Party does. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you estimate, please, the success of the Com- 
munist Party in this district, in this area, in the religious field? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, my estimate of that success is that Northwest 
district of the Communist Party has had almost no result in the reli- 
gious field. There has been no organized attempt along this line in 
this district. From time to time on some front issue an effort has been 
made to interest ministers and other clergymen to back the issue along 
with some other people of standing in the community, but these con- 
tacts have now been followed up with the idea of recruiting into the 
Communist Party, like in other so-called mass or front work. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you explain to us this very interesting point 
involving front organizations? Are you suggesting that decent people 
of the community and ministers, who have not participated in any 
Communist Party activities, might be deluded into going along with 
their front without knowing what it is? 

Mrs. Harriz. Yes, I certainly do mean to say that. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Would you explain that in some detail, please? 

Mrs. Hartix. Well, especially on what I would call their peace cam 
paigns. Every so often there is a situation in history where the Com- 
munist Party becomes the party that is interested in peace instead of 
war; and especially when these campaigns are on the agenda, attempts 
will be made to get representatives of the clergy to sign peace petitions 

r peace dec larations along the particular line of policy that the Com- 
cana Party is interested in. 

The Communists know that religious leaders and church members 
are interested in peace and are devoted to it and often approach the 
clergy in order to hook them in on the basis that they really want 
peace, they want to find some way to have peace in the world, and 
the Communist offer looks presentable, it looks all right to them on 
the surface, and they will lend their names to it. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you have any knowledge or any information in- 
volving an effort made in this area to involve ministers in the Rosen- 
berg case ? 

Mrs. Harrie. There was a considerable effort that I was able to see 
after I came back from Seattle of a Rosenberg committee attempting 
to get a lot of ministers to sign a petition protesting whatever partic- 
ular stage that case was in, and I overheard some discussion of people 
whom I had formerly known as Communists that something went 
amiss, somebody put a lot of names down and then it seems that they 
were not consulted and that the ministers, some of them, repudiated 
and others had not signed. 

At least, what I got out of what I heard was that the Rosenberg 
committee was trying pretty hard to get a lot of ministers to back up 
the Rosenberg case and had had some success. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Does the Communist Party attach any significance to 
expressions about civil liberties, and so forth, made by men of good 
will? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, it does attach quite a great deal of significance 
to expressions about civil liberties or on the question of peace, and 
especially of course—not especially, but when these expressions tied 
into the Communists’ hands and into the hands of their policy. These 
expressions will then be reprinted in the Communist press and be 
quoted by Communist leaders as evidence of the broad support to the 
issue and will be used to brace up the spirits of the members many 
times, giving them the feeling that many people believe in this issue 
and are strong for it—‘We are right in being for it,” and “You, as a 
Communist, are right in being for it, too.” 

It is one of the things, I might as well mention here, as some place 
else, that this whole deceptive program of the Communist Party 
deceives especially its own new members, as well as it does the public, 
and sometimes the older ones, too. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire on that point? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, every now and then the press will carry 
stories from some religious organizations attacking this committee 
or attacking other committees investigating the subject of communism 
and Communists. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I wonder if you have any knowledge as to whether 
or not efforts by the Communist Party to stir up that sort of thing took 
place out here? We found it in a number of other places. 

Mrs. Harrie. I do know here that as the district leader of the 
Communist Party I have used and I have heard other district leaders 
use statements by church organizations attacking the Velde committee 
as proof of the inequity of the Velde committee undermining the Con- 
stitution and the Bill of Rights and our democratic form of govern- 
ment, yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Then when a national church figure or any group of 
churchmen, and conceivably in all innocence, attacks, let us say, the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, there is general rejoic- 
ing among the Communists, is that the case ? 

Mrs. Harrie. There is rejoicing, and it quite fully utilized. 

Mr. Jackson. And reprinted and broadcast to the extent possible ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Reprinted and used in speeches and sometimes it is 
reprinted in thousands of little folders and distributed around. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have any specific examples of that that you 
could quote to the committee ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Offhand I cannot think of a specific example, but I 
do know that the Daily Worker and the Peoples World, the Northwest 
edition, will have a number of examples of just this type of thing, 
where they have reprinted such statements by clergymen or church 
groups, and of course the same thing is done if a labor group does 
the same thing. 

Mr. Jackson. Or any other group ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Or any other group. As long as that plays in the 
Communist Party policy, and in this case, of course, the Communist 
Party opposes this committee because it exposes their aims and 
activities. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Isn‘t it a fact that most of what you have been telling 
us originates with the Communist Party, the basic statements, the basic 
attac ks upon the investigating committees of Congress ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I think that most of the attacks do. 

Mr. Scuerer. And then other well-meaning people sometimes parrot 
those statements. 

Mrs. Harrie. I think that is correct—that most of the attacks origi 
nate from the Communist Party, but some of them don’t; some of them 
don’t. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. J. Edgar Hoover recently said cent along this 
line. I will not atte mpt to use his exact |i anguage, but he said that good 
people—and, of course, we must include the clergy and the ministry in 
that—but good people many times better serve the Communist cause 
than the Communists can do themselves, because of the cloak of 
spectability which surrounds them. 

Would you agree that Mr. Hoover is right in that connection / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, that can be true; that is true in some situations. 

Mr. Crarpy. Would it be your thought then that all people, all good 
people especially, be supercareful before they begin taking the anti 

anti-Communist line, so to speak; in other words, look before they leap 
into that sort of thing for fear that they may be doing exactly what 
Mr. Hoover has pointed out—help the Communists more than the 
Communists can help themselves ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, it would seem that all peoples should pay very 
close attention to what they do politically or they may run mto vers 
grievous error, and I don’t know of any better example than myself. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. May I join this philosophical discussion by reading a 
paragraph from the Communist manifesto published in 1848? It is 
very short. I quote it as quoted from the same American Bar Asso 
ciation booklet which I have referred to before this morning. It is 
quoted from a booklet of the Communist Party entitled “Toward a So 
viet America,” published in 1932 by William Z. Foster, national chair 
man of the Communist Party in the United States, in which he said: 

The Soviet court system will be simple, speedy, and direct. The judges chosen 
by the corresponding Soviets will be responsible to them. The Supreme Court, 
instead of being dictatorial and virtually legislative, as in the United States, will 
be purely juridical and entirely under the control of the central executive com 
mittee. The civil and criminal code will be simplified, the aim being to proceed 
directly and quickly to a correct decision. In the acute stages of the revolutionary 
struggle special courts to fight the counter-revolution will probably be necessary 
The pests of lawyers will be abolished 
That means me 
the courts will be class courts, definitely warring against the class enemies of 
the toilers. They will make no hypocrisy like capitalist courts, courts which, 
while pretending to deal out equal justice to all classes, in reality are instruments 
of the capitalist state for the repression and exploitation of the toiling masses 

Mr. Jackson. That spells trouble for the committee and for the 
witness comes the revolution. 

Mr. Doyie. And for the lawyers. 

Mr. Jackson. And for the lawyers. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 
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Mr. Kuwnzic. Mrs. Hartle, can you give us the names of any of the 
people whom you knew to be members of the Communist Party who 
were ministers in this area? And I want you to be specific. If they 
did not have churches, for example, let us be very sure that we get that 
into the record. 

Mrs. Harrte. I can recall only 3 persons who were ministers ever 
being a member of the Communist Party in this whole district, and 
those 3 persons, none of them had a church or were practicing in a 
church. 

Mr. Kunzic. But they were ministers ? 

Mrs. Harrie. But they were ministers. 

Mr. Doyue. In other words, do I understand that your testimony 
is that none of these three ministers, as you have descr ibed them, were 
active in the ministry in any way ? 

Mrs. Harrie. None of them were active in the ministry. 

Mr. Dorie. How long had it been since any of them had been active 
in any branch of the ministry ? 

Mrs. Hartte. I don’t know how long. 

Mr. Doytr. Mr. Chairman, I just want to preface Mrs. Hartle’s 
remark by making it clear in my own thinking that I would hesitate to 
classify a person as a minister unless he was a minister. 

Mr. Kunzic. I think, Mr. Doyle, we made that very clear, and I 
preface my remarks by saying that if they had no church it should be 
clearly mentioned, and it was mentioned that they had no churches, but 
the witness has said that they were ministers and I think she will state 
that there were ministerial functions connected with them in the Com- 
munist Party. : 

Mr. Doyie. May I ask this question of the witness? Is it known to 
you personally whether or not these three people or any that you are 
about to mention were ever actually ordained as ministers of the 
Gospel, or did they just assume their name “minister” or “reverend,” if 
you know ? 

Mrs. Hartie. I don’t know. 

Mr. Doytr. Then, Mr. Chairman, if the witness does not know that 
they were ever actually ordained ministers, I hesitate about the pro- 
priety of having the witness attempt to identify them as ministers of 
the Gospel for the purpose of this hearing. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let her identify them as individuals and tell what 
they did. 

Mr. Jackson. I think that is the proper course of action. Let us 
hear the testimony relative to their activities within the Communist 
Party and then perhaps we can arrive at some resolution. 

Mr. Doytx. Manifestly, the purpose of my question and statement 
was to get at the facts, whatever they are, before the witness testifies. I 
just assumed from the way she started that she was identifying them as 
ministers, which apparently is not the fact so far as her knowledge is 
concerned. 

Mr. Jackson. Let us proceed to hear the testimony of the witness on 
this point and we will see what develops from that testimony. 

Mr. Crarpy. We don’t want to overlook the fact that we have 
already had testimony that the Communist Party has selected indi- 

viduals and has had them go through theological seminaries and ac- 
aalty take positions as preachers. As you know, we have had them 
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identified in past hearings. Perhaps these might fall in that same cate- 
gory, I don’t know. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue, please, 
three names that you started mentioning? 

Mrs. Harrie. The persons whom I have known who have repre- 
sented themselves to me and to others as ministers were Reverend 
ee Redwell, who was a Negro minister and lived in the Duwamish 

Bend housing project. 

Mr. Kunzic. What period of time was this that you knew Reverend 
Redwell ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That was in the period of about the middle 1940’s 
around the last part of the war, right after the war. 

(At this point Mr. Velde returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. Kunzic. Was he the man you mentioned to me that actually 
and quite surprisingly enough gave prayers at some times in Com- 
munist meetings? 

Mrs. Harrue. Yes; he did. 

Mr. Kuwzie. Will you describe that, please? 

Mrs. Harrie. He thought it was a good idea to start the Communist 
Party branch meeting with a prayer, and he did so on several occa- 
sions, and there were no objections from anyone there—any of the 
other Communists and none from myself on him doing so. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpr. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scurrer. With respect to this gentleman, it seems that Mr. 
Doyle is correct. It sounds like he is one of those self-annointed minis- 
ters. 

Mrs. Hartie. I am not aware of what the situation might be. He 
represented himself to me and to others as a minister and used the 
name Reverend Redwell. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand. This is not a criticism of the witness 
on may part at all. 

Mr. Dorie. Or on mine, either. 

Mr. Kunzie. Will: you continue with the other two, please? 

Mrs. Hartie. Another minister that I knew of his being in the 
Communist Party was a Reverend King, a member of the Stadium 
Homes housing project branch. He was also a Negro minister, and I 
knew of his membership through an officer of the branch there who 
told me about it, and said there they were having a great deal of diffi- 
culty in integrating him into the Communist Party ; ; although he be- 
longed to it and he was havi ing much difficulty in being integrated into 
any activity. 

Mr. Scuerer. What did he do for a living besides claiming to be 
a minister ? 

Mrs, Harrie. I understood that he was working in the shipyards. 
That is what I understood at the time—that he was not an acting 
minister because he was working in the shipyards during the labor 
shortage during the war. 

Mr. Kunzic. He had no church, did he? 

Mrs. Harrier. He had no church. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think he also belonged to the same classification 
that Mr. Doyle mentioned. 


giving the names—the 
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Mrs. Harrie. And the only other person that I ever knew that was 
a minister and used the title “Reverend” in the Communist Party was 
Rev. L. H. Edmiston, and I knew him as a member of the Communist 
Party in a club in the 43d legislative district when I first came to 
Seattle. I have attended branch meetings and I knew him as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party in Seattle up until around the middle 
1940’s, at which time he went to Tacoma, and I believe that is where 
he is now living—in Tacoma. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then in conclusion, in discussing this field, it would 
be correct to say, would it not, that the Communist Party attempts to 
infiltrate religion, the Communist Party’s efforts to get any ministers 
to do the work of religion as Communist Party members, has been 
infinitesimal in the area with which you are acquainted ? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is quite correct. 

Mr. Veupr. And, Mrs. Hartle, I have not heard all of your testi- 
mony on this subject, but were either of the so-called ministers that 
you identified ordained ministers ? 

Mrs. Harrie. None of them were. 

Oh, excuse me. I thought you . ant practicing. I don’t know 
whether they were ordained or not; I don’t know enough about their 
background to know that. 

Mr. Vevpe. But at the time you knew them as Communists they 
had no church, had they y 

Mrs. Harrie. They had no church. 

Mr. Vewpe. Thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. Did any or all of them perform any of the usual 
functions of the ministry, such as burials or worse yet, marriages / 

Mr. Scuerer. One of them made ships. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, it occurs to me, if anyone was married by them 
they had better investigate their present status. It might be a little 
uncertain or indefinite. 

But do you know whether or not they did perform the functions of 
the ministry ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The only functions of the ministry that I am 
acquainted with with either of these three persons is that Reverend 
Redwell said prayers in our branch meetings and that Reverend 
Edmiston said funeral sermons sometimes for the Washington Old 
(ge Pension Union. And those are the only activities along those 
lines that I am acquainted with. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vexpre. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mrs. Hartle, isn’t it a fact that the Communist Party 
made no effort to enlist the members of the clergy in the party ? 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes; that is a fact. I think that if you wish my 
opinion or understanding on that—it is that to recruit ministers into 
the Communist Party is considered a pretty unfruitful proposition. 

Mr. Scuerer. They work through front organizations, Noth rey not ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Rather they work through fronts because—well, to 
put it very bluntly, the Communist Party will tell you that a member 
as a minister can be an awful headache, especially if he is still a 
minister. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Hartle, before we close for the lunch hour, there 
are a few questions that I want to cover, a few identifications that I 
want to go into, 
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Did you ever know a Dr. Richard L. Nelson as a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was his profession ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He was a dentist. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you tell us where he lives or any further identify 
ing facts about him ? 

Mrs. Harrie. He lives, I believe, in Kirkland, Wash. He has his 
dental office there and practices there. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you know him to be a member of the party? 

Mrs. Harrie. I have known him to be a member of the Communist 
Party from at least the middle 1940's up to the time that I left Seattle 
in 197 (), 

Mr. Kunzic. Can you tell us any of his activities in the party or 
what he did ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Some of his activities in the party, I know, were in 
the legislative field, in election campaigns or supporting candidates, 
the type of work like in the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. But you knew Dr. Richard L. Nelson, of your own 
knowledge, to be a Communist Party member ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. How about Jeremiah William Tyler ? 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew him to be a Communist Party member. I 
knew him as a member of the waterfront section of the Communist 
Party in the latter part of the 1940’s and as being a leading person 
or officer in one of the maritime unions. 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you have any address or any further identifying 
features ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, I don’t know how else to further try to identify 
him except to describe him, because I did not know where he lived. 
The waterfront section meetings were held probably downtown. Some 
of them were held at my own house. But where he lived 

Mr. Kunzic. He was in your own house then, was he ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; he has been in my house. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. As a Communist Party member at meetings? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. At closed meetings of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Harrie. Closed meetings. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did he give street speeches and things of that type? 

Mrs. Harrie. He did speak at the teats organized street meet 
ings down here at about Main and Occidental—the ones organized by 
the waterfront section. ' 

However, it is my understanding that he didn’t speak there as a 
Communist but asa representative of his union. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. So that the people not knowing of course that he was 
a Communist, but thinking he was there as.a union man. 

Mrs. Harrie. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. But he was doing the work of the Communist Party, 
is that correct ? 

Mrs. Hartir. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know a Margaret Backlund Irving? 

Mrs. Harrie. I do not know about the Irving part of it, but I did 
know a Margaret Backlund. Margaret Backlund was a member of 
the waterfront section of the Communist Party in Seattle, was an 
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officer in that section. She lived at the same address that I did for a 
time in about 1947 on Beacon Hill, lived in the same house that I did, 
the same apartment building that I did, and I knew her well as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know a Robert Plumb? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes, I knew him as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. What activity in the Communist Party did he special- 
ize in ? 

Mrs. Harrie. About the time that I left Seattle and for some time 
before that, he was a section organizer in the north King region of 
the Communist Party. Before that, he was a member of the Com- 
munist Party in the south King region and lived in West Seattle. 

Mr. Kunze. Did he have anything to do with youth organizing, to 
your knowledge? 

Mrs. Harrie. Not tomy knowledge. 

Mr. Kunzic. How about Lenzie Shellman? 

Mrs. Harrie. Lenzie Shellman I knew as a member of the Com- 
munist Party. He was a member in the central region of the Com- 
munist Party. He was a Negro member. I knew him also as a Com- 
munist in the machinists’ union. 

Mr. Kunzic. What period of time would you say this was, Mrs. 
Hartle? 

Mrs. Harrier. This was in the period just before I left Seattle. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was that, so that we may get the record straight. 

Mrs. Harrie. 1948—1949-50. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, I have one more name here. Edward Friel. 

Mrs. Harrie. I knew him as a member of the Communist Party 
from the time that I came to Seattle, and as far as I know, he was still 
a member when I left in 1950. I knew him when I first came to Seattle 
as a functionary, because I attended functionaries’ meetings with him 
at that time. I knew him in about 19438 as a full-time organizer for the 
industrial section of the Communist Party for a period of about a year. 

I have known him as being a member of the painters’ branch of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Vewpe. I should like before we recess for the noon hour to say 
again that if anyone within the sound of my voice has been mentioned 
by Mrs. Hartle and cares to come in to this committee and admit, deny, 
or explain the facts as testified to by Mrs. Hartle, they are certainly 
invited to do so. 

Also, if there has been any mistake in identity in any case whatso- 
ever, we would appreciate the persons affected getting in touch with 
our counsel or a member of our staff so that the matter may be 
straightened out. P 

Now, do the members have anything else before we recess ? 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, I have one very short paragraph which I 
think it would be very appropriate to read. It again quotes Mr. Lenin 
on page 11 of the booklet referred to. I quote: 


We are living not merely in a state but in a system of states; and it is incou- 
ceivable that the Soviet Republic should continue to exist for a long period side 
by side with the imperialist states. Ultimately one or the other must conquer. 
Meanwhile a number of terrible clashes between the Soviet Republic and the 
bourgeois states is inevitable. This means that if the proletariat, as the ruling 
class, wants to and will rule, it must prove it also by military organization. 
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I think it is very appropriate to read that into the record and for 
the hearing of our listeners, in view of the statement made by the 


witness on the Duclos letter. 
Mr. Vevpre. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. 
With that, the committee will stand in recess until 2 o’clock. 
(Whereupon at 11:49 a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 


at 2 p.m.) 
i Testimony taken in the afternoon session on this day is printed in pt. 4 of this series 
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